










N E W 


MEMOIRS 


OF 


LITERATURE, 


Containing an AccounrT of 


NEW BOOKS 


Printed both at Home and Abroad, 
WITH 





DISSERTATIONS upon feveral Subjeds, 


Mifcellaneous OBSERVATIONS, @. 





APRIL 1726 





VOL IL Ss 


_ - er 








LONDON: 


Printed for Wrii1raM and Joun INNY¥s, 
at the Weft. End of St. Paul’s. Mopccxxvr. 


Price One Shilling. 








BOOKS printed for W. and J. innys, 


i. Piftola ad Amicum, de Cotefi1 Inventis, Curva- 

rum Ratione, que cum Circulo & Hyperbola 
Comparationem admittunt. Auftore Henrico Pemberton, 
M.D. Soc. Reg. Soc. gto 1722. 

2. Praétical Obfervations upon the Miracles of our 
Bleffed Saviour ; together with fome extraordinary Paf- 
fages of his Life. In Two Volumes. By Francis Bragg, 
B.D. The Third Edition. $vo. 

3. Medicinal Experiments ; or, A Collection of Choice 
and Safe Remedies, for the moft part Simple, and eafl 
prepar’d. Very ufeful in Families, and fitted for the 
Service of Country Peopie. By the Hon. Robert Boyle, 
Efq; late Fellow of the Royal Society. In Three Parts, 
Containing above 500 choice Receipts. The Sixth Edi- 
tion, correfted. 12°. 

4. C. Julii Cefaris que extant omnia ; ex Recenfione 
Joannis Davifii, Coll. Regin. Cantab, Socii. Cum ejuf- 
dem Animadverfionibus ac Notis P, Ciacconii, Fr. Hot- 
tomanni, Joan. Brantii, Dionyf. Voffii & aliorum. Ac- 
ceflere Metaphrafis Greca, Librorum VII. de Bello 
Gallico, necnon Indices neceffarii. Cantabrigiz. 1706. 
Quarto, 

5» Dr. Salmon on Sydenham’s Pra€&tice of Phyfick. 8+», 

6. Chriftian Eloquence in Theory and Praétice. Made 
Englith from the French Original, by Sam. Doyley, A. M. 
Jate Pellow of Trinity-College in Cambridge. 1722. 

7. The Hiftory of the Grecian War ; in Eight Books. 
Written by Thucidises. Tranflated by Tho. Hobbes, of 
Malmsbury. With Maps. In2 Vols. The Third Edi- 
tion. 8x. 

8. Humfredi Hodii, Lingux Grece Profefforis Regil, 
& Archidiaconi Oxon. de Bibliorum Textibus origina- 
libus, Verfionibus Grecis, & Latina vulgata. Libri IV. 
Fol. Oxon. 1705. 

9. The Wifdom of God manifefted inthe Works of the 
Creation. In Two Parts. Viz. the Heavenly Bodies, Ele- 
ments, Meteors, Foffils, Vegetables, Animals ( Beafts, 
Birds, Fifhes and Infe&s) ; more particularly in the Body 
of the Earth, its Figure, Motion, and Confiftency ; and 
in the admirable Stru&ture of the Bodies of Man, and 
other Animals ; as alfo their Generation, &%. By Fobm 
Ray, late Fellow of the Royal Society. The Eighth E- 
dition, 80. 1722 —— oe 








































“2 

































ily 
\a- 
Y. 


the 
‘le- 
oay 
and 
and 
F obi 


A TABLE of the Artic Les 


For APRIL 1726, 


XXXII. wn Account of the fecond Volume: 
A of the Hiftory of Phyfic, from 

the time of Galen, to the beginning of the 
fixteenth Century. By Dr. Freznd, 237 


XXXIV. A Letter of Dr. Flamminio Pinelli, 
concerning an extraordinary cafe, 254 


XXXV. A Difcourfe of the Abbot S* Pierre 
upon true Greatnefs, and the difference be- 
tween a Great Man, and an Iluftrious Man, 


258 


XXXVI. Stbylla Capitolina, Publit Virgilit Ma- 
ronis Poemation, Interpretatione €9 Notis ilu- 
fratum a 8. L. 278 


XXXVI. The Works of Walter Moyle, Efq; 
none of which were before publifhed, 281 


XXXVIII. A Letter of Dr. Fe/ici, about the 
caufe of the continual Singing of the Cicada, 
200 


XXXIX, 















A TABLE of the ARTICLES, 


XX XIX. Mathematical Principles of Natural 
Philofophy. By Sir J/aac Newton. The third 
Edition, 304 


XL. Books publifhed, or in the prefs. 
1. An Hiftory of Atheifm, 309 


2. A way for three perfons to play at Chefs, 
310 


3. A Tranflation of Homer into Italian blank 
verfe, 310 


4. A Collection of the Greek and Latin Inf{cripti- 
ons to be found in Tufcany, 310 


5. A natural Hiftory of the territory of Cv- 
nacchto, 311 


6. The Latin Works of Bartolomineo Ricci, 311 


y. A Difcourfe fhowing that Women ought not 
to learn the Sciences, 311 


8. Diatriba de Grace Lingua utihitate, 311 



















New Memoirs 
OF 


LITERATURE 


— on ——* ants ai re 


N — eaiined 








For APRIL 1726. 








oR RES PARLE 


ARTICLE XXXII. 


1 BB THe History of PuysicK from 
the time of Galen, to the beginning of 
the fixteenth Century. Chiefly with regard 
not to Pra&ice. In a Difcourfe written to 
- Dr. MEAD. By J. FREIND, M.D. 
311 Part Il. London: Printed for F. Wal- 
thee, over-againft the Royal-Exchange in 
Cornbill. 1726, In 8vo0. pagg. 415. be- 
fides the Appendix and the Tables, which 


contain 72 pages. 


New N the firft Volume of this Work, of 
Which I have given an account above, 
Art. XXVIII. the Author fhows what 
Ms the ftate of Phyfic among the Greeks, 
Aprit 1426, Q and 

















































bians 35 


introduce 
When 


yepofitory © 
Ammniia 
Emperor Valen 


fic. 
rhe 


tence for any 


Phyfic, if h 


"Tis trues 
~ common prac 







an 
én the firft places 


d he 


d among the 
the Saracens 
lebrated 


Sy 
one 


bed and difpe 


Greek Learning, 
was ftill preferve 


4 


¢ all Learnings 
ws Marce 


to {et 


the Library was 
tice of tha 


Library © 


the 


However, 


her learned mens 


foerfed into pri 
r caufe 


any 


». to be found 
Dr. Freind 
deavoured to 
{tate of Phyfic 
has thought 
how the 


m. 
took Alexandtiay 
€ that City, they 


¢ the old Greek 
at {chool and 


linus {aY8> 
that it was 4 
up for the Pp 


ORS ART. 33. 


greeable : 
give an exact de- 

among the Ara- 
it neceflary to fhow 
Greek Learning ws 


gre 


efpecially 
in rhe time of 


it is pro 
ek Phy 


vate hands. 
it might be 
efpecially the Gre 
41 in fome meafure 





thing, re= 
in the Greek 
fays that this 


how- 


and dee 


of Phy- 


t people im 


bable that 


ficians wet’ 














































y 

k 

d 

‘f 
ee | 
of 
40. 
Ae 
in 
hat 
vere 
pe 
t in 
mas 
rane 
{crie 


9 the 
py fics 
shools 

of 


ArT. 33. Of LITERATURE, 239 


of Phyfic were kept up at Alexandria for fome 
time ; and in the year 721 they were removed 
to Antioch and Harran, and from thence the ftu- 
dy of Phyfic was propagated into other parts of 
the Saracen Empire. Nay, it appears by the 
Hiftory of thofe times, that this Science was 
cultivated even later at Alexandria. 

There is no doubt, but the firft Verfions of 
the Greek Authors were in the Syriac tongue ; 
for, the Syrians were better Scholars, and gene-~ 
rally Chriftians. Accordingly we find that 4a- 
ron f, the Presbyter, an Alexandrian, who lived 
in the time of Mabomet, about the year 622, 
writ thirty Books in that language, collected 
chiefly from the Greek, which he called the Pan- 
def#s of Phyfic. By the help of thofe Syriac 
Verfions the Arabians came by degrees to be 
acquainted with the Writings of the Greeks. 
Dr. Freind gives an account of the Arabian 
Tranflators, upon which I cannot enlarge, and 
obferves that moft of them tranflated from the 
Syriac, and not from the Greek. He obferves 
alfo that, generally {fpeaking, the Arabians have 
little improved Aftronomy, Mathematics, natue 
tal Philofophy, and even the pra¢tical part of 
Phyfic. However, though Dr. Freind acknow- 
ledges that the Arabians did chiefly copy the 
Greeks ; yet he fays that fome thing may be 
gleaned out of thofe Writers, and he gives fe- 
veral inftances of it, efpecially out of Rha/es, 
4venzoar, Averrboes, and Albucafis. 

Dr. Freind expreffes a great efteem for Aven- 
war, *© I doubt (fays he to Dr. Mead) you 
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<¢ will think me tedious for dwelling fo long 


& ypon this Author ; but I muft plead in my 
“¢ excufe for faying fo much of him, that as I 
“ found he was lefs known to our Moderns 
“ than the reft of the Arabians, fo I look upon 
“ him to come under the character of an Ori- 
“© ginal Author, more juftly than any other of 
“¢ that nation. The tranflation indeed of him, 
© as well as of all the Arabzan Writers, 1s very 
“© barbarous: but if he were put into a good 
“ drefs, in any language whatever, he might 
“ perhaps pleafe the tafte even of the prefent 
+ gee”, 

Averrboes lived not long after Avenzoar : he 
was a native of Corduba, and died at Morocco in 
the year of the Hegira 595, as fome fay, or 603, 
as others will have it. His works made him fa- 
mous over all Europe after his death. Mr. Bayle 
has collected a great many paflages out of Au- 
thors, relating to Averrhoes, and follows thofe 
Authors implicitly, who often miflead him. As 
when he tells us that Averrboes was a great cne- 
my of Avicewna, and that for this reafon he 
never names him : which is not true. Mr. Bayle 
fays alfo, that Averrboes never gave any medl- 
cine to the fick: this is another miftake. Mr. Bayle 
wonders, why Mr. D’ Herbelot is fo fhort in his ac- 
count of this famous Writer ; but, fays Dr. Freind, 
I fhould wonder why Mr. Bayle is fo prolix up- 
on the fame head, did I not confider that he 
picks up a few odd ftories, which have been 
handed about concerning the Irreligion of Aver 
rboes, particularly the celebrated Saying, a{cri- 
bed to him, Sit anima mea cum Pbilofophis: 
Let my foul be with the Philofopbers : a Saying 
which perhaps there was no more ground t0 
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culars juft now mentioned. Mr. Bayle has col- 
jected all that he could meet with upon this ar-= 
ticle in modern Authors ; and in a more empha- 
tical manner, enlarges upon what he found quo- 
ted from the Difputations which this Arabian 
writ againft Algazel. There are in that Work 
many {peculations concerning the Soul, agree- 
able to the dottrine of Ariffotle ; and among 
others, the Unity of the Intelled? is explained : 
from whence Mr. Bayle would infer, that Aver- 
rhoes Was a Very impious man, and one who 
muft of courfe maintain the mortality of the 
Soul, and confequently deny future rewards and 
punifaments. 

Dr. Freind will not take the liberty fo much 
sto guefs, why Mr. Bayle fhould be fo fond 
of drawing Averrboes into thefe opinions: he 
only obferves that if Mr. Bayle had been willing 
to confulr the Author himfelf, inftead of Col- 
letors, he would have found a very different 
sccount of his notions. For, in one Differta- 
tion (Phyfic. Difput. 3.) <Averrboes afferts that 
the Soul is not material, and in another ( 4. ) 
that it is zmortal. ‘** So ufual is it (concludes 
© our Author) with thefe compilers of fecret 
“ Hiftory to run into infinite miftakes, merely 
“ becaufe they take every thing at fecond hand, 
“and upon truft : whereas would they have 
“been at the pains to go to the Fountain- 
“head, and caft an eye only upon the Ori- 
“ ginal, their Memoirs would have been much 
“ more exact ”. 

Dr. Freind does very much enlarge upon A/- 
lucafis ; and his obfervations on that Writer will 
be very acceptable to Phyficians and Surgeons, 
and even to all the Curious. | 
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The Hiftory of the Sizall Pox muft be fought 
for among the Arabian Writers. Perhaps Clays 
Dr. Friend) from the time of Hippocrates, to 
the time of thofe Authors, there never happen. 
ed any thing fo remarkable in Phyfic, as the ap. 
pearance of this new and furprifing diftemper ; 
the original of which may be traced up trom 
thofe Writers much farther backwards, than is 
commonly imagined, even up to the famous E- 
poch of Mahomet himfelf, in the beginning of 
the feventh Century. ‘They look upon the Mea- 
fles, (a diftemper, no doubt, of the fame Age) 
as a difeafe fo near a-kin to the Small Pox, that 
they generally treat of them both together. The 
Smal! Pox was doubtlefs unknown to the Greeks, 
whatever fome of the Moderns have {aid to the 
contrary, and firft defcribed by the Mahome- 
tans. 

The Book of Rha/es alone, intitled a Dij- 
courfe of the Peftilence, does very fully explain 
to us the idea they had of that diftemper, and 
fhows that they were not at all unacquainted 
with the difference of the diftinéf and confluent | 
fort. By the earlieft account we have of the 
Small Pox, we find that it firft appeared in E- 
gypt, in the time of Omar Succeffor to Mabo- 
met: but fince the Greeks knew nothing of it, 
the Arabians muft have brought it from their | 
own country ; and it might have been origi- 
nally derived from fome of the more diftant re 
gions of the Eaft. For, the oldeft of their Wri- 
ters do not {peak of it, as of a new diftemper. 
And as the Arabians propagated their Religion 
and Empire in lefs than thirty years, fo did 
they propagate this modern evil, not only through § 
Egypt 
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Egypt, but Syria, Paleftine and Perfia, and a lit- 
tle while after along the Afiatic coaft through 
Lycia and Cilicia 3 and in the very beginning of 
the next Century farther into the maritime parts 
of Africa, and at laft into Spain itfelf. 


After thefe hiftorical obfervations, Dr. Freind 
gives an account of the Small Pox from the A- 
rabian Authors, efpecially from Rbafes one of 
the oldeft and beft of them, and the firft, as he 
fays himfelf, who writ any exact Treatife upon 
this fubje€t. That Defcription of the Small Pox 
(fays our Author) is a very true one, though 
Rbafes does not minutely defcend into particu- 
las: and for above 500 years it was thought fo 
compleat, that fucceeding Writers fcarce added 
any thing to it ; till at laft they came to diftin- 
puith the feveral ftages of that diftemper, and 
obferve the very days in each of them with 
preat exactnefs. However, even fince that time 
to our own, though the modern Authors have 
entered into-a more precife detail of the appear- 
ances and fymptoms, which attend that difeafe, 
yet as to the practical Part, we find in the Ara- 
bians the foundation of every thing the Mo- 
derns have advanced. Dr. Freind fhows it in 
fome particulars, and concludes his difcourfe 
about the Small Pox with thefe words to Dr. Mead. 
“ I will enter no farther now upon this head, 
“ but leave the purfuit of fuch inquiries to you, 
“ Sir, who are a perfect mafter of the fubjeét, 
“and who, I hope, will foon oblige the world 
“with the beft obfervations, which either an 
~, acquaintance with the antient Writers, or 
8 apPy and extenfive Practice can fug- 
~ gelt». 


4 Dr. 
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Dr. Freind, having given us a long account 
of the Arabian Phyficians, fhows in the follow- 
ing manner that this account is not unneceffary. 
To ftate the matter fairly, (fays he) as far as 
it concerns the character and merit of the Ara- 
bian Authors, the fum of it is this. ‘Though 
for the moft part they are little better than co- 
iers of the Greeks, yet we muft be fo juft to 
thofe Writers, as to fay that we are indebted to 
them for fome improvements in Phyfic. They 
were the firft, who introduced any Chymical 
medicines into Practice: *tis true thofe medi- 
cines were but few ; and it does not appear that 
the progrefs the Arabians made in the art of Chy- 
miftry was very confiderable. Anatomy did not 
receive any advancement from them. Surgery 
was upon the fame foot, and no more improved 
by them than by the latter Greeks, till the time 
of Albucafis, who indeed carried that Science 
to a great height. And Hiftory informs us that 
Surgery began at this time to be more divided, 
than it had been in former Ages, from the other 
branches of Phyfic, and to be erected into a par- 
ticular Profeffion by itfelf: which, no doubt, 
was one way of giving thofe who profeffed it, 
an opportunity of being more skilled in that 
Art. The Arabians added a great dea: to Bo- 
tany and the Materia Medica, by introducing 
new Drugs, of the Aromatic kind efpecially, 
from the Eaft : a catalogue of thern may be feen 
in Garcia ab Horto, and Chriftopher Acofta ; and 
as they are very numerous, fo many of them 
are of confiderable ufe in medicine, particularly 
the whole tribe of the milder purges. And to 
do the Arabians juftice upon this head, they 
not only defcribed new plants, put alfo - 
| vere 
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yered fome virtues in the old ones, utterly un- 

known to the Greeks. As to Phariacy, the A- 

rabians firft brought in the ufe of Leaf-gold and 

Silver. One thing we may obferve, which is 

very particular, that they were more fparing in 

the ufe of Metals in outward applications, than 

their mafters the Greeks were. They alfo found 

out the way of extracting Sugar by coétion ; 

and by the help of that, of making Syrups : which 

two new materials are of great fervice in mix- 

ing up compound medicines, and in feveral ca 

fes preferable to Honey, which the Greeks were 

obliged to make fo much ufe of. Accordingly 

they defcribed the forms of a great many Com- 
pofitions ; feveral of which, P7//s particularly and 
Elettuaries, ftand to this day in our Difpenfa- 
tories. 

Here Dr. Freind takes notice of Patin, who, 

in his rough way, falls upon the Arabian Wri- 
ters with great fury. That Phyfician inveighs 
againft them for being the Inventors of com- 
pound Pharmacy. But, fays Dr. Freind, if he 
had looked into the Greek Writers with that 
view, he would have found as many compound 
medicines, and confifting of as many ingredi- 
ents, in Galen and thofe who writ after him. 
Though Dr. Freind believes, that thefe medi- 
cines are often multiplied without meafure, and 
fometimes without judgment ; yet he fees no 
reafon that the whole tribe of them fhould be 
entirely difcarded. For, continues the Author, 
though we cannot exactly calculate the virtues 
of a Compound from the proportional qualities of 
the Simples ; yet fomething may refult from a 
mixture, which cannot be found in any one of 
the ingredients. Mithridate, and the Treacle of 
Andromachus, have been in’ ufe near two thou- 
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fand years, and are ftill allowed to be good me. 
dicines by the ableft judges ; and yet were we to 
examine every particular, we fhould probably 
be at a lofs by any force of reafoning to compre. 
hend, why this or that drug fhould have been 
made choice of, or how it could add to the effi- 
cacy of the medicine. 

The compofition of medicines may wrongly 
be executed ; but the practice itfelf, no doubt, 
is very reafonable and proper, and fometimes ne- 
ceflary. Nature herfelf makes ufe of the fame 
method, though in a more exquifite manner ; 
more remarkably fo, in the cafe of mineral wa- 
ters : and in imitation of Nature, Art can bya 
chymical procefs incorporate fimple fubftances fo, 
as to.make a thzrd body quite different in its ef- 
fect from any of them: nay, even by altering 
only the proportion of the fame ingredients, 
4 medicine of a contrary quality may be pro- 
duced. And this not only by the help of fire, 
but by fuch a plain way of compofition, as Z7i- 
ture alone. ‘They who are well skilled in Phar- 
macy, and have been converfant in Practice, 
muft eafily apprehend, how the fame materials, 
differently combined, as the cafe requires, may 
prove both more agreeable and effectual. And 
this feems to have been the view of the Arabi- 
ans in advifing compound medicines in particu- 
Jar difeafes, or at leaft in particular circumftan- 
ces of them. 


Dr. Freind makes another obfervation upon 
the Arabian Writers, which ought to be infert- 
ed here. Their manner of writing in Phyfic, 
fays he, as well as in natural Philofophy, how 
wretchedly foever it appears in the Latin Veri- 
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other fubjects. ‘They preferved this chara¢ter, 
not only in what they copied from the Greeks, 
but even in what they writ originally of them- 
felves. ‘The Book ot Rbafes concerning the 
Peftilence is a very good inftance of it. In other 
parts of Learning, efpecially in Poetry and Hi- 
ftory, their ftyle as well as matter was loofe, 
rambling and enthufiaftical. An example of it 
may be feen in the Appendix to this Volume, 
oI. 
M the Arabian Phyfic was early introduced into 
furope with an extravagant applaufe ; and not 
only their Phyfic, but other branches of their 
Learning, foon came into repute in the Weft. 
This was owing not merely to the Cro#/ades, 
which opened a communication between the 
Eaftern and Weftern parts of the world, but in 
agreat meafure to the Moors fettling in Spain, 
and to the intercourfe which they, and the other 

Arabians had with the skirts of Italy. For, 
long before this time, probably in the middle 
of the feventh Century, there were Hebrew, 
Arabic, and Latin Profeffors of Phyfic fettled 
at Salerno ; and that Place grew foon into fuch 
acredit, that Charles the Great founded a Col- 
lege there in the year 802. 

Conftantzne flourifhed there in the eleventh 
Century : he was a native of Carthage. Dr.Freind 
gives an account of his works. 

About the year 1100, the Schola Salernitana 
was compiled, which made a great noife then, 
and in the fucceeding ages, and was commented 
upon by Arnoldus de Villa Nova. 

In imitation of this poetical Work, ?- 
dius, faid to be firft Phyfician to Philip Augu/t, 
towards the end of the XII. Century, writ of 
the Virtues of Medicines, of Urines and the Pulfe, 

in 
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in Latin Hexameter Verfes, without much re. 
gard to the quantity of fyllables ; and this Poem 
was fo much in vogue, as to be read in the pub- 
hic Schvols, and have a Comment written upon 
it by one of the greateft Expofitors of his time, 
Gentilis. | 

Though Phyfical Learning was tranfplanted from 
Afia into Europe, yet from the eleventh Century 
to the end of the fifteenth, little was done in 
Phyfic, Anatomy, or Surgery. The Writers in 
this interval were indeed very numerous ; but 
moft of them were contented with that ftock of 
knowledge, which they found chiefly in the A- 
rabian Authors: and therefore Dr. Freind takes 
only notice of thofe who have at leaft endes- 
voured to make new difcoveries. 

Chymiftry, which hitherto had been known 
only among the Arabians of Afia and Africa, be- 
gan now to make fome figure in Europe. Ro. 
ger Bacon was one of the firft, who cultivated 
that Art in the Weft. Dr. Freind tells us won- 
derful things of that Englifh Frier: He was a 
Gentleman, born near I/chefter, and began his 
ftudies very early at Oxford. Afterwards he 
went to Paris, where he learned Mathematics 
and Phyfic. Upon his return to Oxford, he ap- 
plied himfelf to Languages and Philofophy, in 
which he quickly made fo great a progrefs, that 
he writ a Latin, Greek and Hebrew Grammar, 
and improved the latter to fuch a degree as is 
f{carce credible. Roger Bacon has left us feveral 
Tracts relating to Chymiftry, fome of which 
are to be feen in the Bodleian Library, and in 
that of the Earl of Oxford. He has treated of 
moft Metals and Minerals, and thinks Mercury 
and Sulpbur the chief principles of them all. He 
{peaks of almoft every operation now art in 
2% y* 
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Chymiftry , and defcribes the method of ma- 
king Zénctures and Elixirs. He mentions the 
jucineration of Fern, from which the Englith 
made Glafs. He was the miracle of the Age 
ne lived in, and perhaps the greateft Genius for 
mechanical Knowledge, that ever appeared in 
the world fince the time of Archimedes. He un- 
derftood and explained the nature of concave 
pberical Glaffes, of which he writ a Treatife, 
and fhowed their force in burning things at a 
ditance. How far he advanced Optics in all its 
branches, is fufficiently evident from his Book 
of Per[pective, where he difcourfes of the Re- 
, flexion and Refraction of Light, and defcribes 
the Camera obfcura, and all forts of Glaffes, 
which magnify or diminifh any object, bring it 
| nearer to the eye, or remove it farther off : 
among the reft, the ufe of the optic Lube or 
Jele(cope, thought to be a more modern inven- 
tion, was plainly known to him. His mathe- 
matical Inftruments coft 200 or 300 pounds, 
4 and he fays that in twenty years he {pent 2000 
pounds in them and Books: a prodigious fum 
2 for fuch a fort of expences in thofe days. 
s Roger Bacon was almoft the only Aftronomer 
- of his Age. Accordingly he took notice of an 





n @@ error in the Calendar, in relation to the quanti- 
t ty of the Solar year, which had been increafing 
2 ever fince the time of ‘fulius Cefar, and propo- 
is fed a Plan to Pope Clement IV, in 1267, how 
al it fhould be correéted. And above 300 years 
h after, Pope Gregory XIII followed that very 
in Plan, in the. reformation of the Fulian Calen- 
of MM dar; with this difference only, that Roger Bas 
ry cos would have it begun from the birth of our 
le Saviour, whereas the Gregorian correétion rea- 


in @ ches go higher than the Nicene Council. 
His 
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His penetrating Genius did not ftop there: he 
entered into the depth of Mechanical Sciences, 
and was fo well acquainted with the force of 
Elaftic bodies, that im imitation of Archytas, 
cubo contrived a wooden Dove that could fly, be, 
as we are told, could make a flying Chariot, ang 
had an art of putting Statues tuto motion, and prow 
ducing articulate founds out of a brazen Head. He 
hit upon the fecret of Gun-powder : he de. 
{cribes the materials of its compofition, and the 
amazing effeéts of it, noife and light. Thefe 
are (fays Dr. Freind)) wonderful difcoveries in 
do ignorant an Age, efpecially confidering that 
he had no Mafter to teach him : but it is fill 
more wonderful, that fuch difcoveries fhould lie 
fo long concealed, till others fhould ftart up in 
the next Centuries, and lay claim to thofe very 
Inventions, to which Roger Bacon only had a 
right. 

Roger Bacon went on in thofe ftudies with in- 
defatigable application for above forty years, and 
was a very learned man in a moft illiterate Age ; 
and becaufe he performed extraordinary things 
by the help of Mathematics, he was fufpetted 
of Magic, and perfecuted by his own Frater- 
nity : they would not receive his Works in- 
to their Library, and at laft got him impri- 
foned. 

Dr. Freind fhows that Roger Bacon had alfo 
fome skill in Phyfic. He adds, that he has 
thought fit to enlarge upon that Frier, not on- 
ly becaufe he is in a manner unknown to Fo- 
reigners, but becaufe the Englifh Hiftorians have 
hardly faid any thing about him and his Works, 
though fome account of fuch an extraordinary 


Man deferved a place in their Writings, as well 
as 
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as the detail of a blazing ftar, or a bloody fhow- 
er, which they never fail to mention at large. 


In the next place, Dr. Freind difcourfes of 
fome other Chymifts, Gu/ielmus de Saliceto, who 
flourifhed in the middle of the XIII. Century, 
Thaddeus his contemporary, Profeffor at Bolog- 
wa, and Arnoldus de Villa Nova, who refleéted 
upon the Monks and the Mafs ; and therefore 
the Faculty of Theology at Paris, in 1309, con- 
demned fifteen Pofitions which he had advan- 
ced, one of which was, that the Works of Mer- 
cy and Medicine were more acceptable to God, than 
the Sacrifice of the Altar. It was certainly a ve- 
ty bold affertion ; and fhould a Proteftant Chy- 
mift fay in our days, that the Works of Mercy 
and Medicine are more acceptable to God, than 
partaking of the Eucharift, it would be looked 
upon as a very fhocking Propofition. 

The other Writers, mentioned by our Au- 
thor, are Petrus de Apono, Gordonius, Mundinus, 
who about the year 1315 compofed a regular 
Body of Anatomy, Francis of Piedmont, Mattb. 
Sylvaticus, Gilbert, and ‘fobn of Gaddefden. The 
two laft were Englifhmen. The character 
Dr. Freind gives us of the latter, is very di- 
verting. He obferves among other things, that 
foln of Gaddefden, the Author of the Rofa An- 
slica, was a very cunning Phyfician. He was 
ligacious enough to know the weak fides of 
human nature: he could form a good judg- 


| ment, how far Mankind could be impofed up- 


on, and never failed to make his advantage of 
their credulity. He is very artful in laying 
baits pro Delicatis, pro Dominabus, pro Diviti- 
bus, for the Delicate, the Ladies, and the Rich. 
If there is a very good thing, he orders oan 
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the quantity to rich people: Experimentum me- 
um, fi fit pro divite, duplum offis cordis cervi. 
Fobu was employed at Court, where he had the 
care of the King’s Son in the {mall pox. Here 
he plaid his game very well ; and to fhow his 
skill in énflammatory diftempers, he with no {mall 
gravity ordered the patient to be wrapt up in 
Scarlet, and every thing about the bed to be red: 
the room was doubtlefs hung in the fame man- 
ner. This, he fays, made the patient recover, 
without fo much as leaving one mark in his 
face ; and he commends it for an excellent way 
of curing. Cupiatur fcarletum, €& involvatur va- 
riolofus totaliter, ficut ego fect de filio nobiliffimi 
Regis Angle ——& feci 'omuia circa lettum effe 
rubea—tS eft bona cura. Whereupon Dr. Freind 
makes this reflexion: ® He certainly judged 
“ right, and knew very well of how much 
** weight it is to keep up outward appearances, 
“¢ and fometimes to lay the greateft ftrefs upon 
“* trifles”. 

Fobn was no fooner at Court, but he under- 
{tood how to make a good Courtier, and pay his 
compliments in the beft manner. Whenever 
{cropbulous cafe did not fubmit to the fovereign 
remedies, fuch as the /ood of a Weexel, or Doves- 
dung, he exhorted the perfon immediately to 
apply to the King for the royal Touch. Si ifta 
non fufficiaut, vadat ad Regem, ut ab eo tangas 
tur &9 benedicatur——Valet tattus uobiliffimi & 
fereniffimi Regis Anglicorum.~ ‘Fobu faid that he 
had a Nofrum, which was proper only for the 
Rich: Experimentum meu, quod divitibus con- 
venit. He feems to have made a collection of 
all the Rece‘ts he had ever met with, or heard 
of; and Dr. Freind believes that the Rof/a Ai- 
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glica can afford us the beft hiftory of the medi- 
cines that were in ufe, not only among the Phy-= 
fcians of that time, but among the common 
people in all parts of England, both in the Em- 
jitical and Superftitious way. One may find in 
that Book many things relating to the Diet and 
Cookery of thofe times, and many difhes that are 
now in fafhion. 

joln of Gaddefden was the firft Englifhman, 
who was employed at Court, as a Phyfician ; for 
fore this time, all the Phyficians to the Crown 
were foreigners ; and the Author obferves that 
the fame cuftom prevailed, in regard to Apothe- 
ries, long after. 


Dr. Freind proceeds to Valefcus de Tarautay 

md fays that he was almoft the only Phyfician 
nthofe times, who writ from experience, and 
nt merely from Books. He underftood no Greek ; 
id his Latin is not’ good : but he had been a 
méticioner for thirty fix years at Montpelier, 
ind was Archiater to Charles the Sixth. He writ 
tout the year 1400 a Book called Philonium, 
wherein are feveral good obfervations relating 
b the practice of Phyfic and Surgery. This 
dithor interpofes his own judgment very often, 
ifome difficult points of Praétice : a rare in- 
ince in thofe times, fays Dr. Freind, when 
ra any had yet begun to think for them~ 
Ves, 


This fecond Volume of Dr. Freind’s Hiftory 
t Phyfic is fo full of good matter, that I am 
dlliged to put off the continuation of my Ac- 
Wunt of it to fome other time. 


Aprit 1426, R ARs 
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ARTICLE XXXIV. 


A LETTER of Door FLAMMINIO 
PINELLY, Profeffor of Phyfic and Ana.@ tak 
tomy in the Univerfity of Siena, concern. he 


; : a Lays 
ing an extraoi dinary Cafe. nh 
This Article has been communicated to the dh me 
thors of the Italian Fournal printed at Venice, ron 
Tom. XXXVI. 1724. wy thro 


HouGH Nature is always equally admiteMM hq 

ble and wonderful in her operations, and, 

as it is rightly obferved by Pliny (XI. 3.) no- 
thing ought to appear impoffible to thofe who 
confider her works attentively ; yet fome things 
that feldom happen, feem to be incredible to 
our weak underftanding. *Tis therefore a laudi 
ble cuftom to take notice of and to record the 
moft uncommon events ; and a good’ Philolo- 
pher fhould enquire into their caufes, not onl 
to enlarge and illuftrate natural Hiftory, whichis 
{till very imperfeét ; but alfo to remove, as muci 
as poffible, from mens minds a fort of admir 
tion not at all becoming the profeffion of a Phi 
lofopher. Being willing to comply with this 
good cuftom of the Phyficians of our time, ! 
fhall give an exact account of a cafe, — . | 

tely 
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lately been an object of the public curiofity in 
Siena. 


Cammilla Graziy a woman of 35 year's, and 
of a ftrong conftitution, living in the Territory 
of Siena, found herfelf with child the fixth 
time, on the 30. of November 1713, having 
dl the figns of pregnancy, which fhe had be- 
Bi fore She continued to believe that fhe was 
OM vith child till the fixth month, not fo much by 
4. @™ raion of the bignefs of her belly, as becaufe 
he plainly felt the motion of the Fetus. She 
fys that during all that time fhe felt in the left 
fde of the Abdomen violent and continual 
mins, which ceafed in the fixth month, toge- 
tM er with the motion of the Fetus, and the 
SMe rowing of her belly, without any difcharge 

through the womb. All thofe alterations made 

iher believe, that what fhe had fuffered till then, 
4° lid been occafioned by quite another thing than 
ty 2 true pregnancy ; and fhe was the more con- 

fmed in that opinion, becaufe the Men/es re- 
tM umed then conftantly. She continued in that 
S@mlute for the {pace of two years ; and abating a 
(OME fnfible tumor which fhe had in her body, no ac- 
tdeat hindered her from minding her bufinefs 
lth at home and in the fields. 

Afterwards fhe began to feel a pain under the 
vel, which quickly increafed to fuch a degree, 
tut fhe was obliged to fend for a Surgeon, who 
Relcribed to her a fuppurative medicament to be 
“W%lied upon the painful part, thinking that the 
_m Mor was nothing elfe but a Schirrbus in a ftate 
 fuppuration ; for, that woman did not ace 
Mint him, at that time, with the former acci- 
“ints of her fuppofed pregnancy. After fhe had 

that medicament a month, the abfcefs broke 
R 2 out 
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out three inches under the Navel; and for the | 
{pace of about fixteen months a very foetid mat. i (f 
ter came out of it continually. At laft, on the @ PI 
24th of Auguft (The year is not fet down) two Wi wt 
{mall bones appeared, which being taken our @ (4 
by the Surgeon, proved to be a fhoulder anda @ Hi 
clavicle of a fmall Fetus. The fame Surgeon @@ jj 
perceiving that there was a heap of bones in the | 























imfide of the tumor, made feveral incifions, 3 @ ‘ 
there was occafion for it; and in the {pace of My “| 
four other months, there came out as many @ “2 
bones, as would have made a Skeleton of a lit- MM “i 


tle child. °’Tis obfervable that during all tha i ‘i 
time, fo corruption, no bones, nor any other im “a 


matter were voided through the womb ; and that im * tl 
after the taking out of all the bones, the faces GM * 0 
began to run freely through the aperture of the 9 “bi 


tumor, and they do fo ftill. When the prefles Gq ® 
the left fide of the Abdomen, a portion of an HM § o1 
inteftine is more plainly feen in that aperture, iq * th 
which is round, and about two fingers broad. aj *m 
Laftly, *tis obfervable that the Uterus is now iM * ny 
Jarger than ufually, hard and fchirrhous ; and 
that this woman, except the inconveniency ati- MMM * thi 
fing from the continual running of the faces 
through the Fiftula, is in fo good health, that) 
fhe can eafily do her bufinefs. | 







CZhis Account has been taken by the Author 
net only from a Writing of the Surgeon who treat 
ed that woman, but alfo from a firitt examinati 
of the woman berfelf at Siena, on the 6. of Marti 
1918, in the prefence of Dottor Crefcenzio Vs 
felli a Phyfician, and Mr. William Monich é 
SUurZeon. 
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] foal not infert bere the Author's explication 
if that Phenomenoity becaufe tt is well known to 
Phyfcians ; but inftead of it, the Readers will 
wt be difpleafed to find in this place a curious paf- 
ge taken from Dr. Freind’s fecoud Volume of the 
Hiftory of Phyfic, pag. 151. Here follows that 


pales. 


“The obfervations he ( A/bucafis}) makes a- 
“bout delivering women, either of a live or 
“dead child, are many, and proper. The 
“inftance he gives from his own knowledge, 
«is very extraordinary, of a woman, who had 
“a child which died in the Uterus, and after 
“ that was pregnant again ; the /econd concepti- 
‘on died too. Some time after an Abfce(s 
“broke out at the navel, from whence, to his 
“sreat furprize, not only pus, but bones came 
“out. Upon reflection he found, they were 
“the bones of a Fetus, and he took a great 
“many of them out. ‘The woman lived ma- 
“ny years after, but had a continual run- 
“ning Ulcer at that place. However ftrange 
“this tory may appear, the experience of the 
* Moderns furnifhes us with fevera] parallel in- 
“ftances ; one particularly, where the woman not 
“only recovered, but lived to havea child after. 
“And there have been cafes, where the Fetus 
“has never been in the Uterus, but has lain 
“either in the Ovary, the Fallopian Tube, or 
“in the cavity of the Abdomen itfelf: fo that 
“fometimes the bones have made their way out 
“at the Anus, or thorough the Mufcles above 
the Os Pubis?. . | a 


R 3 The 
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The Curious may fee the Philofophical Tran @ 
actions, N°. 367. Art. I. where mention ts made | 
of a Foetus that was forty fin years in the body of | 
a woman in Suabia. : I 


There iss in the fame Volume of the Italian W@@ Po 
Fournal, another Letter of Dr. Pinelli, wherein GM tur 
be mentions a young woman of Siena, who on the | tio 
31 of March, 1717, brought forth a Foetus of i ma 
fix months, which was born alive, and lived fome Wm ker 
bours. Among other deformities, the Breaft and WM {pe 
Abdomen of that Foetus were quite open ; the inte Gm of 
guments which foould have covered the vitcera, be. Wi cor 
ing folded on both fides. Dr. Lancifi in a Letter Wi It 
to Dr Pinelli, printed alfo in the fame ‘fourual, i tf 
afcribes that aperture to the Mother's feeing in Wi wall 
the Market or fomewhere elfe, at the beginning Wim we 
of ber pregnancy, an animal whofe breaft and telly Gam pre: 
were ript open, and making long and ftrong reflec Gi thei 
xions upon it. I can hardly believe that the imar Wi the 
gination of a woman can produce [uch an ef Gt 


fect. ) | By we 





ARTICLE XXxXV. 










ADIscouRseE of the Abbot DE St. 
PIERRE upon true Greatnefs, and the 


difference between a Great Man, and an 
Illuftrious Man, 
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Chis Article bas been communicated to the Authors 
of the Memoirs of Trevoux. 


E ought not to confound, as the Vulgar 

does, a powerful Man with a Great Man. 

Power arifes from different conjunctures of For- 

tune, or rather from different outward difpofi- 

i tions of Providence: but inward qualities alone 
* WM make a Great Man; and Great Men alone de- 

@ ferve our efteem, our praifes and our inward re- 
fect. As for outward bows, they are the lct 
ofa powerful Man. Nay, we ought not to 
BB confound a Great Man with an Iduftrious Man. 
. I hhall fhow their difference. 

@ Every Nation has Great Meu: we are natu- 
| nily inclined to compare them together ; but 
+m we cannot well know which of them is the 
) WM preateft, unlefs we compare 1. the greatnefs of 
. MH their talents to overcome great difficulties: 2. 
. | the greatnefs of their zeal for the public good : 
. 3. the greatnefs of the advantages which they 

@ lwe procured, either to Men in general, or to 
their Fellow-citizens in particular. 

Epaminondas appears to be the Greateft Man 
among the Greek Captains. °Tis true that Ale- 
Xander made a greater noife by his great con- © 
quefts ; but, all things duly confidered, the dif- 
ficulties which he overcame, were not fo great 
& thofe that were overcome by Epaminondas : 
how, the greatnefs of the difficulties that are 
overcome, proves the greatnefs of one’s talents. 
Befides, the undertakings of Alexander had no. 
fommendable motive, fince he acted only for his 
Own intereft and advancement ; a motive, that 
as nothing truly great in it : whereas the mo- 
Wve of Epaminondas’s undertakings was the fafe- 
R 4 ty 
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ty and happinefs of his Fellow-citizens ; a very — 
honeft, and confequently very commendable 
motive. And indeed, Epaminondas procured | 
more advantages to his Country, than Alexan. | 
dev to his ; and therefore Epaminondas is a Great 
Man, and Alexander is only a celebrated Con. 
queror, a King of great reputation among 
Kings: in.a word, he is only an Iluftrions | 
Man. | 
t is a lawful thing for a Man to have no 
other motive of his defigns but his private inte. | 
reft, when there is nothing unjuft in it: nay, 
his pleafure may lawfully be his motive, when | 
there is nothing in it, but what is innocent and 
agreeable to decency. To act only for one’s | 
own intcreft, and in order to vlna | one’s for- | 
tune or pleafures, is the ufual courfe of the ge- 
nerality of Men, and of ordinary Men ; but 
what is only lawful, has nothing in it that is | 
virtuous, and confequently deferves no praife. | 
Enterprifes that are neither commendable, nor 
virtuous, becaufe their motive is not the’ public N 
good, may fometimes have a feeming greatnels fi 
by a great fuccefs, fuch as thofe of Alexander. qi 
Great difficulties that are overcome, raife our R 
admiration, and fhow either a great courage, of 
great abilities: but if the mative of thofe enter- 
prifes is mean and common, if it does not con-| 
cern the public good, it has nothing in it that 
is virtuous ; and the fuccefs of thofe difficult 
undertakings may indeed make a Man very illu 
ftrious, very much renowned, but they can ne 
ver make a Great Man, : 
Such is the Rule di€tated to us by Reafon; 
and indeed, what great additional happinefs dic 
the Conqueits of Alexander procure, either ( 
the Republics of Greece, or to Mankind i a 
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A Man who overcomes great difficulties, does 
not always deferve our efteem and our praifes : 
we admire an excellent Rope-dancer ; we look 
with amazement upon thofe fuperftitious Indi- 
ans, whofe abftinences and bodily macerations 
feem to exceed the ftrength of nature: they do 
very difficult things which we admire ; but that 
admiration is not attended with a great efteem 
for their perfons. Whereas we admire, and very 
much efteem and love thofe who, like Epa- 
minondas, compafs fuch defigns, as are both ve- 
ry difficult, and beneficial to their Country. 

Were I to compare a Grecian with Epami- 
nondas, 1 would pitch upon So/oz, who over- 
came great difficulties by his great talents and 
conftancy, and acting out of a perfeétly virtu- 
ous motive, did great fagvices to his Ccuntry- 
men, by making them approve wife and whole- 
fome Laws. © 

Among the Romans, Scipio the Conqueror of 
Annibal, feems to us to furpafs the other Great 
Men of that nation. Ce/ar did nothing fo dif- 
ficult as Scépzo: he never had an Annibal to con- 
quer. Cefar did only increafe the power of 
Rome ; whereas S¢7pio by increafing the power 
of the Republic, preferved the Romans from 
the flavery of the Carthaginians, fettled the in- 
ward and outward Liberty of the Republic, and 
added to the power of Rome the whole power 
of Carthage. 

As for the motives, Cefar minded only his 
own rife, and the increafe of his power ; where- 
as Scépio in his enterprifes aimed only at the ho- 
nour of doing great fervices to his Country, by 
preferving its Liberty. — 

“Tis true that Ce/ar, minding his own inte- 
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to the Romans; but as foon as he ufes the 
forces and authority, with which he had been 
entrufted by the Republic, I fay, when he ufes 
that power to make himfelf the Tyrant of his 
Country ; I confider no longer his fervices, I 
only confider his treachery. He appears to 
me only a celebrated wicked Man, who 
concealed very wicked intentions under the ap- 
pearance of real fervices. °*Tis fo true that he 
deferves no praifes, that if he had been killed 
at Pharfalia, and the Senate had been reftored 
to their former authority, and the People to 
the liberty of voting ; Cicero, Idortenfius, Cato, 
and the other good Citizens would not have 
{crupled at all to compare him to Catiline, with 
this difference, that they would. have found, that 
if Cefar had done the Republic greater fervices 
than Cats/ine, he had on the other hand brought 
much greater misfortunes upon his Country ; fo 
that his name would have come to us, loaded 
with the fame execration as the celebrated name 
of Catiline. 

Cefar’s defign was to overthrow the Repub- 
lic ; and he fucceeded in that abominable de- 
fign : Catiline funk in a like enterprife : will 
any one prefume to infer from Cefar’s fuccefs 
that he is a Great Man, and the other an exe- 
crable one ? Is it not plain that both of them 
are only downright wicked Men, who facrifi- 
cing the greateft intereft of the State to theif 
private intereft, deferve the hatred and execra- 
tion of the Public ? 

One muft not believe that Ce/ar made him- 
felf mafter of the Republic, for no other rea- 
fon but to prevent Pompey from doing it firft: 
for, had he really airned at the fafety and hap- 


pinefs of his Countr y ; would he not, = 
+] 
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he returned to Rome after having conquered 
the tyranny of Pompey, reftored to his Citizens 
the liberty of voting tor the eleétion of the Ma- 
giftrates and Minifters of the State ? Would he 
not have reftored the fupreme authority to the 
Republic? Would he not, in concert with Cato and 
the other good Men, have improved the method 
of ele€tions, efpeciaily for the greateft Offices ? 
Would he not together with them have pre- 
yented for ever bribery, which he himfelf had 
made ufe of to be promoted to public Pla 
es ? | 
This was the only way of getting the nobleft 
and greateft reputation that a good Man could 
have defired : this was the only way for him to 
attain the tit’: of Great Man, of which he was 
fo fond : but he had not a Soul great enough to 
be fenfible that a qualification effential to a Great 
Man, is to aim at the honour of increafing the 
happinefs of his Country, even at his own coft ; 
he took the wrong way, and followed the me- 
thod of thofe common ambitious Men, who, 
 inftead of feeking true Greatnefs, which is eter- 
nal and perfonal, feek only Power, which is a 
tranfient, outward and borrowed Greatnefs. 
I fuppofe in Cefar’s time a rich Trader at . 
Rome, who by expofing himfelf to great dan- 
gers, and overcoming great obftacles by his 
great skill and courage, makes a vaft fortune 
Without wronging any body. We fhall not place 
him among Illuftrious Men : however there 
is nothing blame-worthy in the conduét of his 
life ; he is confcious of no ill thing ; he makes 
a great fortune, but without doing any wrong 
to the State, or private people : whereas Ce/ar, 
by growing more wealthy and powerful -— the 
e i 2 | o Viere 
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Merchant, overthrows the Government of his 
Nation, and involves it in great misfortunes. 

To judge of the real worth of that great Con- 
queror, and of that great Trader, we need only 
confider that no Citizen would have wifhed the 
death of the great Trader ; whereas good Men 
would have wifhed that Ce/ar, that great Cap- 
tain, had never exifted. Could that Man be 
looked upon as a Great Man, whofe death 
could not be lamented, neither by Men in ge- 
neral, nor by his Country in particular ? Per- 
haps this will appear a paradox to fome Read- 
ers; but I {peak boldly, when I fpeak for Ju- 
{tice and the public Good. If I oppofe their 
old prejudices, we | may oppofe either my prin- 
ciples, or the confequences I have drawn from 
them. 

Sylla, the firft Tyrant of the Republic, inva- 
ded the fupreme authority, left Marius his ene- 
my, a very dangerous Man, fhould invade it 
himfelf ; but after he had lived during his Di- 
étature with the fentiments of a Tyrant, and af- 
ter he had, like an ordinary Man, exercifed the 
tyrannical power for many years, he grew fen- 
fible at laft that he could never deferve the ti- 
tle of Great Man, nor even of Iduftrious Man, 
of which he had been fond from his youth, un- 
jefs he fubmitted to the fundamental Laws of 
the State: he grew fenfible, that he would be 
only accounted an illuftrious wicked Man, whilft 
he fhould againft the Laws remain in poffeffion 
of the whole power of the Republic ; and there- 
fore he wifely refolved to part with that power, 
and to reftore to his Fellow-citizens the liberty 
of voting. In order to become a Great Man, 
he was willing to be again a mere Citizen with- 
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out power, fubject to the Magiftrates, and pro- 
tected only by the Laws. 


Among the Romans, I only fee the laft Cato, 
that can be paralleled with Scspio. I remember 
a paflage in Sadufi, wherein he gives the cha- 
racter of Cato: here follows the fenfe of that 
palage. He uever firived with the moft ambi- 
tious Men to obtain the firft Place in the Repub- 
lic by unjuft and foameful means ; but be did always 
frive with the beft Citizens to do bis Country the 
moft tmportant fervices by innocent and virtuous 
means. 

Salluft by that ftroke alone difcovers to us the 
great fenfe of Cato, who, notwithftanding the 
prejudices of the greateft part of the Romans, 
who placed the moft valuable Greatnefs in ac- 
quiring a great power, plainly faw that power 
is but a falfe Greatnefs, and that true Greatnefs 
confifts only in an excellent ufe of power for 
the greateft good of the Public. He reprefents 
to us Cato, as a Man who is fenfible that the 
honour arifing from great Places is infinitely in- 
ferior to the honour of being accounted the beft 
Citizen, or one of the beft. He defcribes Cae 
to’s eagernefs in the conftant purfuit of virtue, 
that is, of the greateft public good ; and at the 
fae time he difcovers to us the mean and vul- 
gar fentiments and motives of Cefar and the 
Great Pompey, who judging of the true Great- 
nefs of a Man with as little judgment as the 
common people, preferred power, that is, that 
fort of Greatnefs which proceeds from great 
Places, to true Greatnefs, and that great efteem 
which arifes from great talents and a great zeal 
for one’s Country. 
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Tis certain that virtue appears ftill more man. 
ly, more fteady and venerable in Cato, than in 
Scipio. °Tis certain that the Zeal for the public 
good appears in him fomewhat more eager and 
conftant. But then the real fervices Scipio did 
to his Country, are much more important than 
thofe of Cato: Virtue appears milder and more 
amiable in Scipio ; fo that if I was to judge of 
them, my indulgent temper would (I think) 
make me incline to the latter. 


We juftly look upon Des Cartes, that famous 
Philofopher of the laft Century, not only as the 
greateft natural Philofopher, and the greateft 
Geometrician that ever appeared till then, but 
alfo as a Great Man. °Tis becaufe by a prodi- 
gious extent and juftnefs of mind, and a great 
and conftant meditation, he overcame very great 
obftacles to improve in men the Art of reafon- 
ing, not only in natural Philofophy, but alfo in 
all other things. I don’t admire him fo much 
for his difcoveries in the Sciences, as for having 
enabled thofe that came after him, to make dif- 
coveries incomparably more ufeful than his 
own. | 

In order to judge of his great Genius, we 
need only confider the vaft number of things 
more exact and more probable, which he difco- 
vered from the degree wherein he found Geo- 
metry and natural Philofophy, to the degree in 
which he left them. He has given us in twenty 
years a probable knowledge of more things in 
natural Philofophy, than the followers of Plato, 
Ariftotle and Epicurus in two thoufand years. 

But the main point is that Philofopher’s im- 
provement of human Reafon. Men did hardly 


argue with any juftnefs, that is, confequentially, 
before 
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before Des Cartes. The feveral parts of our 
Knowledge had hardly any connexion one with 
another, to form a folid body. ‘There are vari- 
ous kinds of probability : nay, there are diffe- 
rent degrees in the fame kind. Before him we 
confounded the different kinds and different des 
grees of probability ; and that confufion was an 
inexhauftible fource of errors and falfe reafon- 
ings. We had a great many vain Talkers, but 
no folid Demon?rators : Geometricians were al- 
moft the only men, who had a notion of a De- 
monftration. Before him, the fenfe of a De- 
monftration, the fenfe of a juft confequence in 
things that are only capable of probability, that 
valuable fenfe, which makes fo great a difference 
between a man of parts, and another man of 
parts, was hardly exercifed: obf{cure, equivocal 
aid falfe ptopofitions were taken for principles : 
nay, we drew wrong confequences from true 
principles. Befides, we confounded that cer- 
tainty which arifes from evidence, with the cer- 
tainty arifing from a habit of judging frequently 
in the fame manner : by which means, the pre- 
judices of our younger years appeared to us to 
be certain and evident principles. We walked 
inthe dark, not upon a ftrait line in the way to 
truth, but in circles, and even in circles of a 
very {mall extent. | 

~ Moreover, for, want of a certain intelle€tual 
fenfe, neceffary to difcern truth, Men were re- 
duced to cite one another, and even to quote 
the Antients of two thoufand years, though ha- 
ving their knowledge, and that of fixty Gene- 
tations, they fhould have been incomparably 
More knowing than the Antients. We were 
Come to fuch a degree of weaknefs, that in or- 
der to know what we fhould think upon a cer- 
ve tain 
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tain fubject, we did not inquire into the truth 
of the queftion, but into the opinion of Arifto~ 
tle, or fuch another Man liable, as well as we, 
to ignorance and error: we had eyes, but did 
not fee: Des Cartes taught us to open our eyes, 
and to make ufe of them: this is what we are 
indebted to him for. 

If he has not left us true demonftrations in 
natural Philofophy, ’tis becaufe the matter is 
hardly capable of them; but he has taught us 
the way of coming nearer and nearer the high- 
eft degree of probability : he has taught us how 
to diftinguifh a probability from a demonftra- 
tion, and the different degrees of probability. 
Thus being guided by his method, we examine 
our ideas, to diftinguifh them well one from 
another, and to range and connect them by rea- 
foning ; we give more exact definitions of our 
terms, and begin to make ufe of that method 
to form Arithmetical demonftrations in what 
concerns Politics, the moft important fubjeét of 
all human knowledge. 

Des Cartes was acted in his defign by an ho- 
neft motive ; he neither defired great riches, 
nor great Places ; he only aimed at the noble 
glory of being very ferviceable to the Society 
fn general, by improving human Reafon. His 
motive was therefore very commendable : ’tis 
plain that his undertaking was very great, and 
that he muft have overcome by his great cou- 
rage and Genius very great difficulties to f{uc- 
ceed in it, as he did. He has done a very im- 
portant fervice to Men in general : he is there- 
fore a Great Man without difpute, and one of 


the Greateft Men that ever appeared in the 
world. 


We 
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We fee every day Men, who do their utmoft 
endeavours to furpafs others in trifles, that are 
indeed very difficult, but of very little ufe to 
increafe the happinefs of their Country. They 
feem to have no other defign, than to contend 
about wit, or memory, by proving that they are 
able in their undertakings to overcome greater 
difficulties than other Men, and by that means 
to make themfelves more eminent. But they do 
not difpute about the ufefulnefs of an underta- 
king : which certainly betrays want of difcern- 
ment ; for before a Man undertakes to contend 
about wit, were it not better to difpute about 
the choice of the matter upon which he may 
beftow his time and his wit ? Should he not be- 
gin with the choice of the moft important mat- 
tr to increafe the happinefs of his Country= 
men ? | 
Others, with great talents, and continual and 
incredible efforts, have overcome amazing difh< 
culties, but only in order to make a vaft for- 
tune, and to be Great at leaft in the eyes of the 
Vulgar, who can only judge of Mens Greatnefs 
by their power, that is, by their great wealth 
and Places. But becaufe thofe vain Men con- 
fined themfelves meanly to their private intereft, 
without minding the public good ; and becaufe 
their motive was neither great, nor commenda- 
ble, nor virtuous ; *tis no wonder that good 
Judges don’t look upon them as Great Men, 
notwithftanding their talents, and the fuccefs 
they had to obtain the greateft revenues and the 
frft Places in the State. | 

On the contrary, good Men look upon them 
as very mean and Common Souls, who aimed 
only at a great Place, without acquiring the qua- 
lifcations requifite to fill up that great Place : 
APRIL 1726. § they 
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they left true glory, to run after vanity: they 
wanted fenfe in the main point, that is, in the 
choice of their true aim. 


Hiftorians fet before our eyes a multitude of 
thofe little Men, who foolifhly purchafed ho- 
nourable places and dignities by a very difho- 
nourable conduct, that is, by fhameful flatteries, 
bafe actions, perfidioufnefs and black calumnies. 
They had a mind to be refpected : they over- 
came during their lives very great difficulties by 
a powerful, but difhoneft motive. Now, would 


any body, for inftance, beftow the leaft praife | 


upon Sejanus or Zigelinus, Minifters of the 


greateft Empire in the World ? They overcame | 


indeed very great difficulties with great skill and 
incredible labour, either to obtain the Place of 
Prime Minifter and Favourite, or to maintain 
themfelves in it. °Tis fo ; but did they over- 


come them by an honeft motive ? Befides, what | 
great things did they do for the good of the | 
Empire, after having obtained thofe great Pla 


ces ? 


Men of the fame trade and profeffion : fome by 
overcoming great difficulties excel among others: 


they are Great in their profeffion ; and we fay a | 


great Poet, a great Orator, a great Civilian, 2 
great Phyfician, a great Geometrician, a great 
Aftronomer, a great Sculptor, a great Ar- 


chiteét, becaufe having overcome great difficul- | 


ties by their labour and the penetration of their 


wit, they were eminent among thofe of the fame | 


profeffion. 


But the title of Great Man belongs ony to | 
ile 


Men of a great Genius in two forts o 


lujtrious and important profeffions, 7 
he 


We are apt to make comparifons between | 
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The firft of thofe profeffions concerns a great 
increafe of the happinefs of Men in general. 
Such is the profeffion of fpeculative Men, who 
make it their bufinefs to improve confiderably 
that human knowledge, which conduces moft to 
the happinefs of Men, and to demonftrate ma- 
ny truths of very great ufe to the Society in ge- 
neral. In the profeffion of thofe {peculative 
perfons, who feek very important truths, a Man 
of a great Genius with a profound and conftant 
meditation, may far exceed his illuftrious Ri- 
vals, and become a Great Mau, without a great 
income, or public Offices. 

The other #l/ufirious and important profeffion is 
that of Men, who are more tor prattice than 
for fpeculation. It concerns a great increale of 
happinefs, not of Men in general, but of a 
particular Nation. Such is the profeffion and 
office of Kings, when having, like-Lewis the 
Great, an inclination for glory, and an averfion 
for lazinefs, they prefer from their younger 
years the labour and honour of Governing well 
to an idle and voluptuous life ; and when they 
have, as he had, the neceffary ftrength to hold 
fteadily the helm of the Government. Such is 
alfo the employment of Minifters, Generals of 
Armies, and the principal Magiftrates of Provine 
cés; becaufe in thofe profeffions they are able to 
do great fervices to their Nation, by their great 
talents and great application. 

Now, as fpeculative Men may diftinguifh 
themfelves among others by the great ufefulnefs 
of their difcoveries ; in like manner, thofe who 
Make it their bufinefs to bring into practice 
thofe truths that have been demonftrated, ei- 
ther by fpeculation, or experience, may alfo di- 
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ftinguifh themfelves very much among others 
by the great advantages they procure to their 
Country : Kings among Kings, Minifters among 
Minifters, Generals among Generals, and the 
principal Magiftrates among the principal Magi- 
{trates. 

But if they are acted by very common mo- 
tives in their conduct, they are only Iduftrions 
Men. If they aét by a great and honeft motive, 
and if their fervices are equally great, they ex- 
ceed I//uftrious Men, they are Great Men. 


It appears therefore, that the firft Men of 
thofe two forts of profeffions, the one {pecula- 
tive, which concerns a great increafe of the 
happinefs of all Nations in general, and the 
other practical, which concerns a great increafe 
of the happinefs of a particular Nation, are the 
only ones that can be called Great Men. Thefe 
are therefore the conditions, without which no 
one can be a Great Man, 


1. A great motive, or a great defire of the 
public good. 


2. Great difficulties overcome by the great- | 
nefs of a courageous Soul, and by the great ta- | 
lents of a vaft mind, of a mind fruitful in ex- | 


pedients. 


3. Great advantages procured to the Public ia | 


general, or to one’s Country. 


In a word, a Great Man muft be a great Be- | 


nefactor, either to Men in general by methods 
or truths very important, and well demonftrated, 


or a great Benefactor to a particular Nation, ei- | 


ther by a wife and virtuous conduét during 4 


Jong number of years, or by very important re- 
gulations, 




































































Art.35. Of LITERATURE. 273 
gulations, or by great advantages obtained over 


the enemies of the Nation. This is what truly 
conftitutes a Great Man. 

The greater and the more lafting is the bene- 
ft, the more extenfive it is, and the more dif+ 
fcult to be procured ; the more does the perfon 
who procures it, diftinguifh himfelf among Great 


Men. 


It appears from thence, that if Henry IV. 
King of France, had executed his famous pro- 
jet to eftablifh a perpetual and univerfal Peace 
among the Sovereign Princes of Chriftendom, 
he would have procured the greateft of all bene- 
fits, not only to his Subjects, but alfo to all 
Chriftian Nations, and even by a neceffary con- 
fequence to all the Nations of the world. A 
benefit of which all the living and future fa- 
milies would have been partakers, during all the 
Ages to come: a benefit, which comprehends 
an exemption from all the evils arifing from ci- 
vil and foreign wars, and the enjoyment of all 
the good things, which neceffarily refult from 
an univerfal and unalterable Peace. He would 
have been, without any comparifon, the Greate 
eft Man that ever was, and ever will be. 

"Tis plain that fuch a benefit does infinitely 
exceed the benefits, for which the Republic of 
Rome was indebted to Scipio, becaufe he procu- 
ted great advantages only to his Country, bee 
caufe he procured them at the coft of the neigh- 
bouring Nations, and becaufe he left no proper 
Means to prevent civil wars in the Republic; 
whereas Henry the Great by his proje¢t would 
have preferved his Country, for all future Ages, 
fom ‘all civil and foreign wars, without any 
prejudice to the other Nations, and at the fame 
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time preferved all the families of all the other 
Nations, not only from the dangers, but alfo 
from the real calamities of all poflibie wars. 

Nay, he would have executed that noble pro- 
jet, if in the firft or fecond year that he form- 
ed it, he had known the truth of a propofition 
which I have demonftrated fince in the three 
Volumes of a Projet? of a perpetual Peace. Here 
follows that propofition. Jw order to make the 
eftallifoment of the European Arbitrage very folid, 
it is not neceffary that thofe Sovereignties , of 
which the European Republic foall confift, fbould 
be equal, or almoft equal in extent or power, as 
that Prince Lelieved ; but *tis fufficient that all of 
them foould come into it, fuch as they are now, 
taking for a fixed and immutable point the attual 
poffeffion, and the ytelding of all pretenfions tend 
dug to leffen that adiual poffeffion. 

Sovereign Princes would have had an equiva- 
lent infinitely advantageous for all their refpe- 
ctive pretenfions by the vaft advantage refult- 
ing, either from the impoffibility of making a 
fuccefsful war, or from a perpetual Peace. 

However, that Prince has always had the ho- 
nour of the moft important invention that ever 
appeared in the world ; but the execution of 
that great enterprife is perhaps referved by Pro- 
vidence for the greateft Man of pofterity. 


Charles the Fifth by the many wars he under- 
took, and the fuccefs of his undertakings, had 
a glorious reign: nay, he overcame great difh- 
culties by his great parts and courage ; and 
therefore he is very eminent among thofe Kings, 
and Emperors who preceded, or followed him. 
But was he always very juft to his neighbours ? 
Did he always exactly obferve his oe 
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keep his promifes ? Was he always beneficent 
to his people ? Was his mind, in imitation of 
Lewis XII, always taken up with the care of 
increafing the income of his fubjects, like a Fa- 
ther, who thinks only of increafing the income 
of his children ? On the contrary, did he not 
very often by his great impofitions leffen the in- 
come of his people, to increafe his own by his 
eonquetts 2 

"Tis true, he was a benefactor to his Courti- 
ers, and very much increafed their revenues ; 
but was it not at the people’s coft ? And what 
did he more herein, than what ordinary Kings 
do? He has indeed obtained by the great diffi- 
culties he overcame, the title of Illuftrious 
King, of Great King among Kings like him, 
of Illuftrious Emperor, Great Emperor among 
Emperors. He may juftly be called Charles the 
Great ; but from thence to the Great Man, that 
is, to the great Benefactor either to Men in ge- 
neral, or to his Subjects, there is {till a prodigi- 
ous diftance. 

To the great unhappinefs of his neighbours 
and fubjects, he knew not how neceflary it was 
for him, in order to obtain the title of Great 
Man, to practice more conftantly equity and be- 
neficence, and to aim more conftantly at the in- 
creafe of the public good. Nay, one that reads 
the Hiftory of this Emperor, perceives that he 
had very little zeal for the intereft of his fub- 
jects, and that he would never have attempted 
to overcome fo many and fo great difficulties, 
had he been acted by no other motive, but the 
glory of doing his fubjeéts a great deal of good, 
and procuring a long peace in Europe, ~ 
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It is not a great Place, nor a great Power, 
that makes a Great Man. Emperors, Kings and 
Minifters may be very ordinary Men, and even 
wicked Men, and very contemptible notwith- 
ftanding their great Power ; witnefs Nero, wit- 
nefs Sejanus. And therefore, the only rule by 
which we are to judge of Men, is always a 
ereat defire of the public good, which is the 
honeft motive of their undertakings ; the great 
advantages accruing to the Public, which are a 
confequence of their honeft undertakings ; laft. 
ly, the great obftacles overcome in their under- 
takings, which are a proof of their great abili- 
ties, and of their courage and conftant virtue. 

Without fuch conditions, they may indeed 
have a bright fuccefs ; but there is no honefty 
in it, and confequently nothing that is com- 
mendable. People frequently miftake a falfe 
Diamond for a true one ; but, bring Epamiziton- 
das near Alexander, Scipio near Cefar, Trajan 
near Charles the Fifth, bring the true Diamond 
near the falfe one, the very People will quickly 
be undeceived. ' 

Hiftory has preferved, to us the memory of 
very eminent Generals and Minifters: they did 
great fervices to their Nation by overcoming 
great difficulties ; but they fold their fervices to 
their Princes as dear as they could : they would 
have great revenues and great Places ; they 
were more fond of Honours than of Honour: 
they are Illuftrious Men, I own it: but can any 
one be looked upon as a Great Man, who ne- 
ver had any thing in him that was Great, who 
never a€ted but by mean and vulgar mo- 
tives @ 
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I grant that the principal motive of thofe 
Great Men, in promoting the intereft of the 
Public, was the glory of doing more than 
others, either for the happinefs of Men in ge~ 
neral, or for the happinefs of their Country. 
'Tis becaufe though they were Great, yet they 
were Men; and a fort of pleafure mutt be the 
frft {pring of a Man’s undertakings. They were 
theretore willing to diftinguifh themfelves by in- 
creafing the happinefs of others: they fought 
after glory ; but it was the nobleft glory, that 
is, the glory moft ufeful to their Country. They 
ran after that glory, which is fo beneficial to the 
Public, and the only one that deferves our re- 
fyect and admiration ; and the more fond they 
appeared to be of true glory, the more they de- 
ferved to be efteemed and commended, 


It will not be improper to obferve that a per- 
fon may be illuftrious in a certain Art, or Pro- 
fefion, without being an WWuftrious Man. Lully, 
for inftance, .was illuftrious in Mufic ; but it 
will never be faid that he was an I/uftrious Man. 
For, he laboured only to raife his fortune ; and 
his profeffion was not illuftrious, that is, none 
of thofe in which a Man may do very important 
ervices to his Country. 

Plutarch, with his exquifite fenfe, would ne- 
ver have committed the grofs miftake of one of 
ourWriters, who very imprudently placed among 
Wufrious Men, and next to Marefchalh De Tu- 
renne, illuftrious Poets and Painters, illuftrious 
Aftronomers, Gardeners and Engravers, who 
were neither Great Men, nor even Isluftrious 
Men, in the true fenfe of that word. They 
were only Men, whofe profeffion was none of 
the moft ufeful to the public good, and a 
or 
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for the greateft part, acted Ly no other motire 
but the increafe of their fortune. 

A juft and beneficent Man will alfo make 
himfelf eminent for his virtue: the marks of | 
benevolence and efteem which he receives from | 5 
thofe who know him, are to him a conftant | 
pleafure, with which noble Souls are very much 
delighted ; but if he has no extraordinary ta. 
lents, he can never be accounted an Illuftrious 
Man. 

There is therefore a great diftance between | 
Man illafrious in a profeffion not illuftrious, and | 
an I/lufirious Man, that is, in a profeffion illu. | | 
{trious and important to the Society. There is mF nic 
alfo a great diftance between an Iiluftrious Man | 
and a Great Man. A Great Man is always Illu- 
ftrious, but an Illuftrious Man is not always. @@ *' 
Great Man. And if the thing be carefully at- 3% 
tended to, it will appear that Men of fenfe, ac @ % 






























all times and in all ages, had no other notions, “3 
either about the true Greatnefs of Men, or the @ 1 
difference between an I//ufirious Man and a Great @@ | 


Man. 'They have been tranfmitted to us from | 
Age to Age ; and thefe are the notions J pre @ “1 
poled to clear. g°: 
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ARTICLE XXXVI. 


SIBYLLA CAPITOLINA, Publii Vir 
gili1 Maronis Poemation, Interpretatione 4, 
& Notis illuftratum 4S. L. Oxontl, @ tm, 


é Theatro Sheldoniano, 1726, ows 
That 
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That is, 


SIBYLLA CAPITOLINA, @ Poem of 
VIRGIL, with an Interpretation and 


Notes by S. L. Printed at Oxford (or 
rather in Holland) 1726. in 8vo. pagg. 


Q2s 


sHALL begin my account of this Book with 
the following lines, that have been commu- 
nicated to me. 


“ Tt has been faidthat about two years ago, a 
“Clergyman of Avignon, being in the Vatican 
“Library, found a little Manufcript intitled, 
« Sibylla Capitolina, P. Virgilit Maronis Poema- 
“ tion ; that he tranfcribed it faithfully ; and 
“that he has publifhed it with Notes, and an 
“Interpretation not unlike that of Ru@us’s Vir- 
“gil. Some pretend that this Clergyman him- 
“felf is the Author of that Poem, wherein he 
“has defcribed:the affair of the Bull Unigeui- 
“tus. However it be, if this Poem is accepta- 
“ble to the Public, it fignifies but little, whe- 
“ther it be Virgi/’s, or no. If the Authors of 
“ Petronius’s Fragment, faid to have been found 
“at Belgrade, had perfectly imitated that anti- 
“ent Writer, perhaps they would not have been 
“fo much blamed for that forgery”. 


This Poem, which is an imitation of Au/onius’s 
Cento, contains the Hiftory of the Bull Usigeni- 
lis, and is divided into four Books. Here. fol- 
ows the Argument of the firft Book. 

; / Proe 









230 New MEMOIRS Arr. 36, 


























! 
Propofttione operis €8 invocatione premtiffis, mox 
defcribuntur ingenia &9 mores corvorum Sébylling. ; 
rum: narrantur artes quibus Sibylam fovent, co f 
Inutgue, in Capitolto. Corvorum exercitus Diris 
ultrictbus, Latini/que copits ftipatus, a Liligero re. 
ge hofpitia recipitur. Corvoruim celicolarum dux | 
Romam petit, antrum Sibylle ingreditur, fecreta | B 
facra aperit, 8 Dire Sibylline Romanorum trium. J, 
phos juffu Latini regis ad delubra ducunt. Capi. | q; 
talinus vates ingeutia juffa ferens adverfus vatem Thy 
fatidicum, antrum Sibyllinum, © tetta Vaticaua | 4 
— laudibufque extollit. Minis, precibufque, | 
promiffis exbibitis, fatidict affeclas (uadere ni- 
titur, ut obfequium religiofum Sibylle, & Sibyl. “ 


Jinis corvis preftetur. Sibyllinam Imaginem com. | of 
mendat, exitium futurum jattans cui refervantur | 


! 4s 
abuuentes Imagixzem facram adorare, & vatis fu 

tidici affecla. | 
hy 
The firft Book begins thus : Ks 
| anc 

RoMANAS acies coelo capita alta ferentes, } 
Bellaque jam fama totum vulgata per orbem X: 


Sacrati capitis, tempeftatefque fonoras, 

Hinc canere incipiam: quaq; ipfe miferrima vidi | 
Dicite Pierides, non omnia pofflumus omnes, | 

Et meminiftis enim dive certamina tanta. | f 
Nec fum animi dubius verbis ea vincere magnum 
Quam fit, & anguftis hunc addere rebus honorem: | 

Sed me Parnaffi deferta per ardua dulcis 

Raptat amor ; juvat ire jugis qua nulla priorum 
Caftaliam molli divertitur orbita clivo. aT; 
Cetera que vacuas tenuiffent carmina mentes, @ 
Omnia jam vulgata : via eft qua me quoque poflim | 
Tollere humo, victorque virum volitare per ora- 


Non 
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Non ego cuncta meis amplecti verfibus opto, 
Non mihi fi lingue centum fint, oraque centum. 
Haud ignota loquor, longa eft injuria, longe 
Ambages, fed fumma fequar faftigia rerum. 


The following Verfes are taken out of the firft 
Book, pag. 9 & to. 


At rex follicitus monftris borrenda canebat. 

Tunc etiam interpres Divum Phabique facerdosy 
Sanguineam torquens aciem ferpentibus atris, 
jampridem invifus Divis arma impia fumpfit. 


The Note upon thofe Verfes contains thefe 
words : Phabus, Gallie Rex, cujus Sol {pecimen 
et. Phabi Sacerdos Regis Confeffarius I. vel alia 
4s qui/piam. 


I fhall fufficiently commend this Work, by 
fying that a Hiftory of the Bull Unigenitus, 


mde up of Virgil’s Verfes, is no {mall attempt 


and no {mall curiofity. Let us obferve by the 
by, that we are a very happy People in having 
hothing to do with the Pope’s Bulls. 


MAIO WY WYISZES 
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ARTICLE XXXVI. 


THE Works of WALTER MOYLE 
Efq, none of which were ever before pub- 
lihed. IntwoVolumes. London. Print- 
éd for F. Darby, A, Bettef{worth, F. Fay- 

ram, 
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ram, F. Osborn and T. Longman, F.Pem. | 
berton, F. Hooke, C. Rivington, F. Clay, | 
F. Batley, and E. Symon. 1726. in 8vo, } 
The firft Volume contains 430 pages, and | 


the fecond 390. befides the Index. 


VW: have very few Mifcellaneous Works, | 
that can be compared to thefe two Vo- | 
lumes for the curiofity and importance of the | 
matters contained in them. The firft Volume | 


contains 1. az Ejfay upon the Conftitution of 
the Roman Government, in two Parts: 2. 4 
Charge to the Graud Fury at Lejcard: 3. Six- 
teen Letters to Dr. Mufgrave of Exeter upon 


feveral fubjects : 4. a Differtation upon the Dia | 


logue intitled Philopatris, which is commonly 
attributed to Lucian, in feveral Letters to Mr. K. 
5. Some other Letters of Mr. Moy/e, and others 
written to him. 


The Effay upon the Roman Government isa ves | 


ry inftructive Difcourfe. All the Curious will 


read that Piece ; and therefore I need not give | 


a long account of it. I fhall only obferve that 
the Readers will find in that Effay feveral refle- 
xions, which perhaps they would not have expected 
in fuch a Work. For inftance, the Author {peak- 
ing of Numa, fays: “ He did not enjoin the 


“* belief of contradictions and impoffibilities, § 


“ which take off from the reputation of the 


“* Lawgiver, and difcredit his Religion : nor J 


“ did he introduce any opinions unworthy of 
“ the Gods, and inconfiftent with the Divine 
** Nature: nor did he require the belief of m+ 


« ny 





























































)a9 


Art.37- Of LITERATURE. 283 


«ny Articles of Faith, which create fchifme 
«and herefies in the Church, and end in the 
«ruin of Religion. For it fchifms and here- 
« fies were traced up to their original caufes, 
“ jp would be found that they all {prung chiefly 
“ from the multiplying Articles of Faith, and 
« narrowing the bottom of Religion, by clog- 
“ ging it with Creeds and Catechifms, and 
« endlefs niceties about the Effence, Properties 
“and Attributes of God. ‘The common Prin- 
“ ciples of Religion all Mankind agree in; and 
“ the belief of thefe doctrines a Lawgiver may 
“venture to. enjoin: but he muft go no fure- 
“ther, if he means to preferve an Uniformity 
“in Religion Numa by a wife conduét pre- 
“ vented all factions and divifions in the Church, 


“by the Inftitution of only two Articles of 
* Faith (a) : 





 Firft, that the Gods were the Authors of 
all Good to Mankind (d). 


“ Secondly, that to obtain this Good, the 
“Gods were to be worfhipped ; in which wor- 
“thip, the chief of all was to be innocent, 
“good and juft. 7 


Thefe were (fays the Author) the two fun- 
damental Articles of the Roman Religion. 


“ As for the firft, purfues Mr. Moyle, though 
“in compliance to the popular opinion, and 
" ina vulgar way, the great Men of Antiquity 
“fpoke of the Godhead in the plural number ; 


_—— 





(a) Cic. de Leg. 1. 2. c. 1. 
(4) Dionyf. p. 92, 67, 255. 
*¢ yet 
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*¢ yet upon all folemn occafions, when they 
“© mentioned the Godhead with any gravity and 
“ Emphafis, it was by the name of 7 Aauérsoy, 
“ § e6@ ; or Deus Optimus Maximus. Though 
“ the Unity of the Godhead be as demonftra- 

























“ ble as its Exiftence, and though this princi. : 
“¢ ple was embraced not only by many private fi 
“© Men, and Se¢ts of Philofophers, but by whole 

“¢ Nations of Antiquity ; yet flattery to the me- a. 
“© mories of their Benetactors, the intereft of | : 
“¢ Priefts, the ignorance of Mankind, and ma. x 


“¢ ny other caufes had introduced Polythei/im ins | Y, 
“¢ to the national Religion of the greateft parr @M. 


“¢ of the world. : 4 
‘¢ Whatever fentiments Numa had of the 4 
‘* Godhead, ‘tis plain he complied with the cure 
f 


“ rent Divinity of the times, and eftablifhed a 
“¢ plurality of Gods in his Syftem ; perhaps @ 
“¢ from this confideration, that the abfolute and 
“* perfect Unity of the Godhead was a notion es 
“* too refined to gain reception in an Age unis jg at 
© verfally over-run with Polytheifin ; even when (ig itic 
“© Mofes himfelf with all his divine {nfpiration, 
“¢ and the irrefiftible force of his miracles, 
<° found much difficulty to mafter the popular 
“* prejudice againft it. But though this perfect 
“© Unity of the Godhead was a doétrine lefs 
** known to the world, yet the Exiftence of a 
“© God, and the Providence of fome fuperior 
“* Powers, are acknowledged by all civilized nae 
“ tions (a). 
















“ The fecond Article is but a natural cons 
* fequence of the firft ; and thus we fee Ni- 





— 












(a) Cic, Tufc. Queft. 1. 2. | 
tld 
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«“ ma’s Syftem of Religion took in all the com- 
« mon opinions of Mankind. ens 
“ Numa (continues the Author) by the widé 
“ bottom of his Religion, prevented all Here- 
“ fies in Fundamentals ; and in the particular 
« Forms of divine Worthip he allowed a gene- 
« ral liberty of confcience ( Diony/. p. 68.) 
_ This generous principle of tolerating all Re- 
« ligions in the Commonwealth was that above 
“ all others, which fitted his Syftem to the chief 
“ defign of the Government ; for, the rife and 
“ progrefs of the Roman Greatnefs were wholly 
"owing to the mighty confluence of people 
“from all parts of the world, ( with cuftoms 
“and ceremonies very different from the Ro 
“ mans ) who would never have fettled there, 
Ge“ without an allowance of the free exercife of 
| WB their particular Religions”. °Tis true (pur 
 Gobes Mr. Moyle) that the Romans were very 
1 





. 


wutious of introducing any new Rites into their. 
tional Religion (a) ; and there are frequent 
itarices of their forbidding the Magiftrates to 
luke any innovations in the public Worfhip (4). 
bit this order did not extend to regulate the 
Winions or devotions of private Men, as it ap~ 
ats by the Decree of the Senate upon the fupe 
ielion of the Bacchanalia, that any one who 
ted leave of the Senate, might celebrate the 
erties in private, though they diffolved the 
blic Affemblies of the Bacchanalia, as a Ses 
tnary of all debauchery, and dangerous to the 


rite (¢). 












las 


yn 
Vile 





——/ 


(t) Liv. 1.4. ©. 30. 
() Val. Max. 1et.¢.3; Liv. 12g. G2. 
() Liv. 1. 39. ¢. 18. 
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Another paffage, which perhaps the Readers 
would not have expected to find in this Effay upon 
the RomanGoverument, is exprefled in thefe words, | 
“ The Government of Religion (lays Mr.Moyle) | 
© being in the hands of the State, was a.necef. | 
“ fary caufe of Liberty of confcience ; for there | 
“ is fcarce any inftance in Story of a Perfecu. | 
“ tion raifed by a Free Government. Perfecu. J 

































o 


«¢ tions are generally made to gratify the pride, Hy 
“ the ambition, or the interefts of the Clergy; Hy 
<¢ which a State, that hath the command of the | 

“ national confcience, will never indulge at the MH « 
«¢ expence of the public Good. ei 


“A Free Government (purfues Mr. Moyle) @ « 
“¢ is defigned for the Liberty of the whole So- MM « 
“¢ ciety, which Perfecution is inconfiftent with; # « 
¢ and it is againft all the rules of Policy to per- H « 
“¢ fecute opinions not deftructive to human So- MM « 
“* ciety. For, a neceffary confequence of fuch MM « 
“° 4 practice is the narrowing the bottom of MM « 
‘© the Community, by weakening the ftrength # « 
“© and force of the Commonwealth, which con- i «. 
“* fifts in the number of the people, who inal « , 
“° appearance will, when thus difturbed, retireqi « | 
“* to an eafier Government : nor can this fail tog « , 
“* break the firm Unity of the Nation, whichi « , 
“* thefe fevere Arts of Government are incon- 
*¢ fiftent with. But Perfecutions are generally 
“* encouraged only by Tyrants and Priefts. By 
“ Tyrants, either from a falfe Bigotry, of 
“* mifguided Zeal for Religion ; or from 
“ boundlefs vanity or pride of forcing all theif 
** Subje€ts to comply with their opinions 4 
“* well as commands ; or from a barbarous P 


** licy of thinning the people, that they maj 
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« with the greater eafe opprefs the reft (2) ; or 
“ from an apprehenfion that revolutions in Re- 
“ ligion may be attended with revolutions in 
~@ “State ; or from the hopes of gaining a furs 
) @ “ther fupport to their tyranny by engaging the 

® “Clergy, whofe intereft it will eternally be to 


> @ “ make war upon all contrary Religions. This 
- @ “ jaft confideration hath produced moft of the 
- @ © modern Perfecutions : Priefts and Tyrants ha- 
) “ ying joined their intereft to enflave the world, 

; Mm “and fhare the booty between them. 

e | “ Perfecutions are made by Priefts, from a > 
€ @ “dread that changes in national Religion may 


@ “end in the ruin of all their privileges and re 
) @ “venues ; which being originally beftowed up- 
- @ “on them from an opinion of their divine Mif- 
1; 6“ fion, and the reverence to the Religion com- 
'* @ “mitted to their charge, whenever the Reli- 
0° “gion is abolifhed, muft of courfe return to 
th @ “the State, or be transferred to the Heads of 
tM “the prevailing Sect (4). ‘This was the fate 
th MM “ of the revenues of the Heathen Priefthood, 
n- “which were all feized upon by Zheodofius the 
all “Great (¢), ia the final diffolution of their 
"CG “ Religion ; and the fame alfo was the fate of 
‘OGM “ the Romifo Clergy at the time of the Refor« 
ich “ mation”. 


UV Tt appears from thefe paflages, and feveral o- 
By thers, to be found in this Work, that a Tran- 
lation of it could not be printed in a Roman- 


me (2) Dio. Caf. in Orat. Meczen. ad Auguft. 
al (6) Zofim. 1. 4. fub fin. 
wit () Symm. Epift. 1. ro. Ep. 61. 
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Catholic Country, without being prodigioufly 
caftrated. Let no body be offended at fome pai- 
fages in this Eflay. It cannot be denied that 
the greateft calamities of Mankind have proe 
ceeded from many Politicians, and many Cler- 
gymen. My Abridgment of Brandt’s Hiftory 
contains many remarkable inftances of it. 


Mr. Moyle’s Charge to the Grand ‘fury at Lé- 
card, in April 1706, is a judicious and very ho- 
neft Difcourfe. The Readers may judge of it 
by the following paffage. A general corruption 
of manners (fays the Author) is not only the 
certain fymptom and prefage that a Nation is 


ripe for ruin, but is the natural caufe and prin- | 
ciple of the decay and deftruction of all Go- | 
vernments. When debauchery has infected the | 
manners of a Nation, it extinguifhes all public | 


{pirit and love of their Country ; it debafes the 
natural courage and bravery of the common 
people ; and in the Gentry, it deftroys that 
emulation of Glory, which is the root of all 


noble actions. Men who are given up to thele | 


brutal pleafures, have nothing in view but their 
private intereft : they lofe the ambition of do- 
ing well, and the fhame of doing ill ; and 
contempt of public fame always begets a con- 
tempt of public virtue : this will create a total 
meglect of the Laws, produce faétion in the 
State, cowardice and ill difcipline in the armies, 
and make a nation an eafy prey to the firft In- 
vader. 

This excellent paffage out of Mr. Moyle 
fhows that he was far from approving what 
has been maintained in our days, that an Ar 
my made up of good fober Chriftians would 
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be always beat. I fhould rather think that an 
Army confifting of virtuous Soldiers, in a law- 
fil war, would {trike terror among the ene- 
mies. he 

What an idea muft we have of Reafon, if we 
believe that a Man who follows its dictates, will 
not defend his Country fo well, as one who atts 
continually againft that Light? If it be fo, 


Reafon is a mere Chimera, or rather a deceit- . 


fil Guide ; and we are in a worfe condition 
than Beafts. A great Officer told me, that the 
noft honeft Men are always the beft Soldiers. 


Mr. Moyle’s, Letters to Dr. Mu/grave run up- 
om fome antient Infcriptions found in Eng- 
lnd, the Roman Eagles, the Parthian Me- 
dils, &c. 

His Differtation in feveral Letters upon the 
Dialogue entitled Phzlopatris, and commonly 
fcribed to Lucian, is a learned Difcourfe. The 
Author believes that it was compofed under the 
ign of Diocletian, in the 302 year of Chrift. 
The character he gives of that Dialogue, is ves 
yremarkable. ‘°* The Difcourfe itfelf (fays 
“he) has all the marks of a barbarous Age, 
“and has not one good quality to recommend 
“it; being made up of the worft ingredients 
“that can enter into the compofition of any 
“Man or Book, dullnefs and profanenefs”. 

Among thefe Letters there is a long one 
Witten by Mr. Dodwei. Our Author {peaks 
lery freely of that learned Man. ‘I have read 
“his Lectures all over, fays be, and own m 
‘opinion frankly : I think very meanly of the 
Whole performance. °Tis a loofe Rhapfody 

of crude Paradoxes, and precarious reafon- 


“ings, I have a great refpect for Mr. Dodwel’s 


3 ** great 
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© great Reading ; but Judgment muft be born, 
s* and never can be taught ”. 







~ ee _—" sii 


The remaining part of the firft Volume con- 
fifts of feveral Letters to Mr. K Mr. Naylor, 
Dr. Zancred Robinfon and Mr. Sherard, and of 
fome other Letters written to Mr. Moyle by 
three of thofe Gentlemen. The fubjeéts of 
thofe Letters are the Aurora Borealis in March 
1720, the time when the firft Churches were 
built by the Chriftians, an extraordinary Me- 
teor in March 1718, and fome things relating 
to natural Hiftory. 

In the firft Letter, Mr. Moyle fays that the 
North-Lights portend neither good nor hurt to 
the world. He wonders that a Divine, menti- 
oned to him by the Gentleman to whoin he 
writes, fhould tancy that an Aurora Borealts is 






¢ 

























the forerunner and token of the general Confla- *] 
gration. °° I am fo far from approving your a 
“¢ Divine’s opinion, /ays Afr. Moyle, that I think "7 
“° him guilty of great rafhnefs and prefumption, | 

“‘ in pretending to foretel the day and hour, t 
“S which is unknown to the Sou bim/elf. 1 Gi ral 
** might tell him that a fuperftitious obferva- ji Chu 


** tion of Signs in the Heavens is condemned i try 
€¢ in the Old Teftament, and confidered as a # Cen 
** rag of Heathenifm, and a kind of Idolatry. J crea 
“* I might urge another argument againft him gM the ¢ 
$* from the current opinion of Divines, who @ the] 
° feem to be all agreed that Antichrif# muft be HM ed: 
€° deftroyed, the Jews called, the Heathens 
“ converted, and many other changes made be- 
“* fore the great Day of Reckoning comes. Up- 
*° on the whole matter, Iam apt to think that 
“* the brains of this Divine are as ful! of va- @ 
£° pours as the Air has been of late, and that 

es “ they 
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«they have produced the fame effect in his 
« head, 7%. new Light, and fet him a prophe- 
é fying. But certainly his time might be much 
better {pent in rebuking fin, and reforming 
“his hearers, than in amufing them with his 
« dreams and vifions ”. 


The Author concludes this Letter with the 
blowing words. “ Since you have fent me a 


€ queftion entirely out of my way, give me 


¢Jeave, in return, to propofe another to you. 
« What is your opinion of Dr. Beutley’s Propo= 
“fyls for printing a new Edition of the Greek 
“and Latin Teftament ? What think you of 
“ his defign of publifhing a new Text ? Is there 
“ aty real ground for the clamors raifed againft 
“it? And ought we indeed to believe that any 
“variation from R. Stepbens’s Edition would 
“be deftroying the Rule of Faith, and blowing 
“up Chriftianity ? I would gladly have your 
“fentiments upon this fubject ”. 


In another Letter, Mr. Moyle gives feveral 
rafons to fhow that the Chriftians had no 
Churches till after the middle of the third Cen- 
tury. He owns that towards the end of that 
Century, when their numbers were vaftly in- 
teafed by the long Peace they had enjoyed from 
he end of Valerian’s reign in the year 259, to 
te Perfecution of Diocletian in 303, they erett- 
(dlarge and {tately Churches. | 


Mr. Moyle was a learned and judicious Gen- 
leman, and a perfon of great curiofity. His 
Works deferve to have a place in the Libraries 


@ of the Curious. 
at 
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I Proceep to the fecond Volume: it contains 
1. Rentarks upon fome paffages in Dr. Prideaux’s 
Conneltion of the Old and New Fefianient, in fe. 
weral Letters between Mr. Moyle and Dr. Pri- 
deaux : 2. an Examination of the Miracle of the 
Thundering Legion, iu feveral Letters between 
Mr, Moyle and Mr. K—. 


I. The firft Letter of Mr. Moyle concerns 
the antient Trade, when the Prolemys reigned in 


Egypt. The Author differs trom Dr. Prideaux, | 
who fays that A/ the trafick which the Weftern 


parts of the world had with the Eaftern coun- 
tries, was oly carried on through the Red Sea, 


and the mouth of the Nile. Mr. Moyle fhows | 


that Palmyra was a celebrated Mart for the In- 
dian and Arabian commodities. This Letter is 
jmperfect. 


In the fecond, Mr. Moyle fpeaks of Zor 


afties. He fays, Dr. Prideaux’s account of Zo- | 


roajtres is fo entertaining, that he has all the in- 
clination in the world to believe it true ; but 


(purfues the Author) there are fome circum. | 


{tances in it fo inconfiftent with the relations of 


all the Greek and Latin Writers, that they give’ 
one very juft ground to queftion the credit of | 


the whole ftory. Mr. Moyle will not pretend 


to determine the Age of Zoroaffres, becaufe he | 
thinks it impoffible among fuch a variety of opis | 


nions and contradictions, to make any probable 
guefs of the truth. He only undertakes to fhow 
that Zoroaffres was more antient than the reign 
of Darius Hyftafpes, in which Dr. Prideaux has 
placed him. °Tis remarkable (fays Mr. Moyle) 
that none of the Eaftern Authors, cited by 
| I ra aan Dr. 
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Dr. Prideaux, are above 600 years ftand- 


. This puts me in mind of an obfervation I 
made, when I read Dr. Prideaux’s Life of Ma- 
homet, that he does not quote any one Author 
older than the year 1ooo of the Chriftian Ara. 
Befides, moft of the Authors quoted by that 
learned Man, are either modern Chriftians, and 
confequently of little credit, or Mahometans 
whofe works did not come out till fome centu- 
ries after the death of Mahomet: and fome of 
them having embraced Chriftianity, might alter 
the truth out of fome private intereft. 

Since the current of all Antiquity (fays 
Mr. Moyle) is againft Dr. Prideaux, as to the 
time that Zoroaffres lived in, the credit of his 
whole relation muft reft on the authority of the 
Eaftern Writers. But, continues our Author, 
will any man of judgment fet the credit of fuch 
late and lying Writers in competition with Au- 
thors of fuch eftablifhed reputation as the Greek 
and Latin Hiftorians ? For a fpecimen of the 
fncerity and accuracy of the Eaftern Writers, 
Mr. Moyle appeals to the famous Hiftorian of 
Perfia, Mirconde, whofe account of the reign 
of Darius contains as many lies as lines. ** There 
“ isnot one truth (fays he) told in the rela- 
“tion ; but the whole, from the beginning to 
“ the end, is a fenfelefs rhapfody of ill invent- 
“ed fables and ridiculous abfurdities. In a 
“ word, he is the moft fcandalous Writer I ever 
“ dipt into ; for I never had the patience to go 
“through with him. His charaéter has given 
“me a tafte of the reft, and how little their 
“ authority is to be depended on for the truth 
of any antient fact ae , : 
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In the next place, Mr. Moyle examines fome @ . 
other circumftances of Dr. Prideaux’s Account | ) 
of Zorcaffres, which were either unknown to, | 
or contradi¢ted by the old Greek and Roman @@ 
Writers. He begins with the great alteration @@ | 
faid to have been made by Zoroaftres in the nae 
tional Religion of Perfia under Darius Hyfta/pes. 7 ' 
The Antients (fays our Author) were all fi- @ ; 
lent about it ; which is a great proof of its fal | 
hood. Is ir poflible to imagine, that fo memo- 
rable an event could have been paffed over in 
filence by fo many diligent Hiftorians, had they 
known it? Or is it likely that a fat, which 
muft have made fo much noife in the world, 
could have eftaped their inquiry ? Will any one 
believe that Herodotus, who went over fo many 
Perfian Provinces to collect materials for his Hi- 
ftory, could have miffed it in all his travels ? Or 
that Ctefizs, who refided fo many years in the | 
Perfian Court, could be ignorant of a fact @@ th 
which every body in Per/iz muft have known ? 

We are-told that the principal changes made 


ce es 


Cy kee CO co = 


a 


by Zoroafres in the infticution of his new Re- x 
ligion, were the building of Temples, which ic 
the Perfians wanted before, and the introducing @@ xl 
a God fuperior to the two Principles which they lie 
believed. As to the firft, we have exprefs au-  @ thi 
thorities againft it. Herodotus (L.1. p.35.) di- i Je 


reCtly affirms that the Perfians of his Age had @@ 3b! 
no Temples. Déuow (a), who flourifhed after fo 
the time of Alexander, fays, the Perfians facri- @@ rif 
ficed in the open air ; which fhows they had no 
Temples. And Cicera (De Leg. Il. 10.) fays, 


—~ | 










(a) Apud Clem. Alex. in Protrept. p. 56. 
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that Xerxes, by the inftigation of the Magians, 
fet fire to the Temples in Greece, upon this 
principle, that the Univerfe was the Temple of 
the Gods, who ought not to be confined within 
Walls. ”Tis therefore true, that the Perfians 
had no Temples long after the reign of Dari- 
ys; and the earlicft account we have of any 
Temples among them, is under Zéberius many 
ages after. 

Zoroaftres’s {etting up a third Principle, fupe- 
rior to the two old ones, is contradicted by all 
the old writers. Ariftotle and others make him 
hold two Principles only, the good and the 
bad one. Agathias long after affirms the fame 
of the Perfians in his time, and adds that the 
Manicbees borrowed their herefy from that do- 
drine. 





In the third Letter, Mr. Moyle affirms againft 
Dr. Prideaux, that ‘Fo/ephus was not ignorant of 
the Succeffion of the Perfian Kings. 


In the fourth, he examines the ftory of Ale- 
xander’s going to Ferujalem, as it is related by 
pofephus, (Ant. ‘Fud. XI. 8.) and alleges feve- 
rl reafons to fhow its falfity. Mr. Moyle be- 
lieves with great probability that ‘ofepbus took 
this ftory upon truft from Tradition, or fome 
Jewifh writers ; and then he makes this remark- 
ible obfervation. ‘“Fo/ephus (lays he) in the Hi- 
fory of his own time, and even as high as the 
rile of the Afionean Race, where he had good 
Memoirs to build on, appears to be a writer of 
great fenfe and fincerity, as well as of great elo# 
quence and politenefs. It muft be owned that 
i the account of the Scripture-times, he has 
taken a bold liberty to vary from the Bible, to 

| add, 
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add, alter, retrench, and even fometimes to 
contradict it ; which is a fault for which no o- 
ther apology can be made, but that he was of 
the Sect of the Phavifees, and gave too much 
credit to their trifling traditions. However, in 
the main, that part of his Hiftory is tolerably 
exact. But when he comes to the interval be- 
tween the end of Nebemiah’s Government, where 
the Old Teftament breaks off, and the beginning 
of the Afimonean Race, which is the darkeft pe- 
riod of the Jewifh Hiftory, and takes up the 
end of the eleventh and the greateft part of the 
twelfth Book of his Autzguétzes ; there his Hi- 
{tory is indeed a mere heap of fables. Mr. Moyle 
does not even here condemn him for want of 
honefty and fincerity, but pities his misfortune 
that he had no better light to direét him than 
fabulous traditions, and the lying Legends of 
the Helleniftical Jews. 


J am very well pleafed with Mr. Moyle’s can- 
dor and impartial judgment about ‘Fofephus ; and 
upon this occafion, I fhall infert here a paffage 
out of the Afemoires Literatres de la Grande Bre- 
Lagi. 

“© T know not why Fo/epbus has been fo much 
cried down, for relating feveral faéts not to 
“* be found in our Books of the Old Teftament. 
“° He has been abufed by fome Divines ; for 
“* which, I think, they are to blame. ‘Fo/ephus 
€* confulted not only the facred Books, but al- 
** fo other Books, without neglecting Traditi- 
“ ons. What harm is there in his relating fe- 
“¢ veral things which the antient Jews believed, 
“¢ and of which we fhould be ignorant, had he 
<* not taken care to infert them in his Hiftory ? 
** Is there any harm, for inftance, in his ac- 
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«“ guainting us with fome particulars about the 
« Earthquake, which happened in the reign of 
“ Uzziab¢ Far from abufing that celebrated 
« Hiftorian, we fhould be glad that he did not 
« confine himfelf to thofe events which we 
« read in our Canonical Books. °’Tis acknew- 
“ Jedged that the facred Writers of the New 
“« Teftament relate Traditions, which were cur- 
“ rent among the Jews, and fome facts not to 
“ be found in our Hebrew Books. After fuch 
“a conteffion, can any one find fault with Fo- 
« fepbus for inferting in his Hiftory many things 
“ about which the Scripture is filent ? One 
“ ought to be well pleafed to know them, whe- 
“ther they appear probable, or falfe. It were 
“ to be wifhed that we had a full knowledge of 
“the Jewifh traditions in our Saviour’s time. 
“ We fhould be thereby enabled to underftand 
“ much better the Writings of the New Tefta- 
“ ment ”. | 


Dr. Prideaux, in his firft Letter to Mr. Moyle, 
fays that in his account of the Ea/t-India trade, 
he meant only that trade by fea, and not by 
lind. Mr. Moyle, notwithftanding his great 
ability, miftook the fenfe of Dr. Prideaux : 
which fhows that an Author can never be too 
exact in his ftyle, if he has a mind to be well 
underftood. 

As for Zoroaftres, Dr. Prideaux maintains ftill 
that he flourifhed in the time of Darius Hyfta/pes, 
and endeavours to prove it. 


Mr. Moyle, in the fifth Letter, anfwers 
Dr. Prideaux upon that head. I muft not en- 
large any longer on this fubjeét : the Curious 
Will read the Book. ‘There are feveral things 
in 
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in old Books, to which one might apply whar 
Livy fays in the beginning of his Hiftory : Quj, 
rem tam veterem pro certo affirmet ¢ I am fully 
perfuaded, upon that account, that we take fome 
things in Herodotus to be falfe, which are true, 
and others to be true, which are falfe. When] 
read Dr. Prideaux’s account of Zoroaftres, I had 
fome fufpicion about it. I am of Mr. Moyle’s | 
opinion, that it is an entertaining and well told | 
ftory : *twould be pity, if it fhould prove a mere | 
Romance. 


Thefe Letters are attended with two more of | 
Dr. Prideaux, and a fixth of Mr. Moyle, where: 
in he denies ftill that Alexander was at Jerufi- 
lem, and fays fomething againft the credit of | 
the Perfian Writers. 


The laft Letter is the fourth written by | 
Dr. Prideaux, in which that learned Man ac- 
knowledges his miftakes with great ingenuity, 
and fays that he will mend them. That Letter 
begins thus: J do soft heartily thank you for your 
kind Letter, efpecially for the obfervations which | 
you have fent me of my miftakes in the laft Par 
of my Hiftory. I mujft confe(s that about Ottavi- 
-us’s Pofterity is a very great one. It is a dowile | 
vaght blunder of my old bead, and I am glad fo ac- 
curate and learned a Reader bas not obferved more | 
of them. This makes me hope that no more fuch 
bave efcaped me. Ihave mended this, and all the. 
others you bave taken notice of. 4 


II. The Letters between Mr. Moyle and 
Mr. K—— concern the Miracle of the Thue 
dering Legion. 

Mr. | 
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Mr. Moyle maintains 1. that there was not 
an entire Legion of Chriftians in the Army of 
Antoninus. 2. ‘That the thundering Legion did 
not take its name from this miracle. 3. That 
Antoninus never afcribed this miracle to the pray-~ 
ers of the Chriftians. 4. That Autoninus, after 
this pretended miracle, never publifhed any E- 
dict in favour of the Chriftians. 5. That the 
Chriftians in general did not believe this mira- 
cle, notwithftanding the teftimony of Apolina- 
ris and Tertullian. 6. That the deliverance of 
the Roman army, though undoubtedly true, was 
no miracle. 

This is one of the moft valuable and curious 
parts of Mr. Moyle’s Works. If I don’t give a 
particular account of it, amd of Mr. K.’s obje- 
Gions, which are alfo worth reading, ’tis bee 
caufe all the Curious ought to read both at 
large. 


Mr. Larrogue, a learned Minifter 9f the Pro- 
teftant Church at Rowen, publifhed a Differta- 
tion upon the Lhundering Legion. Mr. K 
mentions that Work pag. 130. J know of so 
Man (fays he) before your felf, but Mr. Lar- 
roque, who has wholly disbelieved the wondrous 
part, and barely owned the Victory. 
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A LETTER of Dr. JOHN-BAPTIST 
~FEtici, @ Florentin, to Dr. Pafcafio 
Gian- 





















a 
a 


206 New MEMOIRS Arr. 39, 


Giannetti, Profeffor of Phyfic in the Uni- 
verfity of Pila, about the caufe of the 
continual Singing of the Cicada. 


This Letter has been communicated to the Au- 
thors of the Italian ‘fournal, printed at Ve- 
nice ( Zonte XXXVI. 1724). I fhall cnly 
give an Extract of that Letter, becaufe it 
could not be well underftood without the Fis 
gures it is attended with. 


E have no Cicade in England: our cli- 

mate is not warm enough for thofe In- 

feéts. ‘They who have travelled into hot coun- 

tries, Know that in Summer the Cicade fing 

continually , or rather make a continual fhrill 

noife during the greateft heat of the day : which 

is the reafon why Sanuazarius mentions them 

very properly in thefe verfes of his Paftoral, ina 
titled the Ofiers : 


_ Forte inter virides, fi vera eft fama, geniftasy 
Capripedes Satyri, paffimque agreftia Panes 
Numina cum Faunis, €8 montivagis Silvanis, 
Exercet dum Sol raucas per rura Cicadas, 
Vitabant eftus + 





And Virgil, Eci. II. 12. 


At mecum raucis, tua dum vefigia lufiros 
Sole (ub ardenti refonant arbufta cicadis. 


In the year 1717, Dr. Fe/ici undertook to 
find out the caufe of the Singing of the Céca- 
dg. He gives us the figures and the names of 
five 
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fve forts of thofe Infects in the country about 
Florence, and then mentions the opinions of 
the Antients upon the fubject of his Letter. 
The Egyptians believed that the Singing of the 
Cicade proceeded from the fharp inftrument 
which fticks faft to their head, and through 
which they receive the air, as we receive it 
through the mouth. This feems alfo to be the 
opinion of St. Gregory Nazianzen. Who is bey 
fays that Father, who gave the Cicade an inftru- 
ment upon thezr breaft, and fongs upon the branches 
of trees, when they are moved by the Sun to fing 
mertily in the middle of the day ¢ St. Bajil, 
(in Hexaemeron) {peaking of the Cicade@, exs 
prefles himfelf in thefe words, according to the 
Latin tranflation : Quis canendi modus Cicade 3 
wt in meridie magis incunbaut cicade cantui ae 
tis trattione, que fit, cum pettus expanditur, [o- 
wim elidentes ¢ Whereupon our Author fays, that 
with a profound refpect for thofe two learned 
Fathers, he will plainly fhow that the finging of 
pot Cicad@ proceeds trom quite a different 
caule. 


He obferves that thofe Infects will fing for 
fome hours, when their heads are cut off ; which 
has been likewife obferved by Cardau in the VII 
Book de rerum varietate, and by Albertus Maga 
wis in the XX VI Book of Animals, where he 
beaks thus: Experti fumus ego, €3 focii mei, 
Mod, capite amputato, diu cautat cicada, in pea 
Hore fonans, ficut fecit antea. A Cicada does not 
only fing, though its head be cut off, but alfo 
sontinues to be very lively, and moves freee 
ly above an hour, as if it had received no 
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The Cicad@ are not the only Infeéts that live 
for fome time without a head: the fame has 
been obferved of many other Infeéts, fuch as 
Locufts, and Flies which live a whole day, 
though deprived of their heads : and among cold 
animals, Redz fays that a land-tortoife will live 
23 days without a head. °*Tis therefore unde- 
niable, that fince the Cicade continue to fing 
for fome time, when their heads are cut off, 
their heads are of no ufe to them for fing- 
ing. 
Ssriftotle believed that the found of all Infeds 
was produced by the motion of a certain innate 
Spirit. ‘Thefe are his words in the IV Book of 
the Hiftory of Animals, Chap. 9. Ovzuia vero 
in eo genere membrana fepto tranfverfo, qua pre- 
cinttum corpus diftinguitur, fonant, ut geaus cica- 


darnm, attritu fpiritus. And in the Book of | 


Refpiration, in order to explain the operation 
of that membrane, he expreffes himfelf thus: 
He enim perinde ae fujpirabunde, [piritu fonua 
veddunt, guia cunt innatus &9 infitus fepto tranf- 
verfo {piritus attollitur & coutrabitur, evenit ip- 
fius membrane fiert attritum. Siquidem banc par- 
ten: non fecus movent atque cetera animalia extrin- 
fecus aerem pulmonicus arripientia, ut pifces braite 
chias agitantes, &c. 


Our Author rejects that explication as being | 


frivolous ; and becaufe Ariffotle was not a Father 


of the Church, he does not beg leave to diffent | 


from him with a profound refpeét. He pro- 
ceeds to fhow the true caufe of the finging of 


the Cicade, and takes notice in the firft place, | 


that all thofe Infecéts do not fing, but only the 
Males, as it has been obferved by lian, 4¢ 
Animal. 1. 20: Hoc canendi fitudium Cfays that 
Author) folis maribus a natura tributum ef : . 
Gan 
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cada femina muta eff, ac more [ponfe verecunde 
filentium fibi conveuire exiftimat. Ariftotle fays 
the fame in the 30 Chapter of the V. Book of 
the Hiftory of Animals : Mares utroque in genere 
canunt : femine filent. 

Ariftotle, in the V. Book of the Hiftory-of 
Animals, Chap. 30, has well obferved that the 
Cicade love extremely Olive-trees, becaufe thofe 
trees are very much expofed tothe Sun. Thofe 
Infects avoid fhady Woods and cool places. 


After thefe obfervations, Mr. Felict goes 
about to explain the caufe of the continual fing- 
ing of the Cicade in the heat of the day. He 
found in the breaft of the Males of each kind 
two mufcles, which reach two {mall cartilages, 
from the middle of which arife thin filaments, 
which certainly are nothing elfe but the tendons 
of the faid mufcles. Thofe tendons are laterally 
fftened to very hard membranes, or cartilages, 
which obey the contraétion and diftenfion of 
the fame mufcles, rifing and falling fucceffively ; 
and from that alternate motion arifes the fhrill 
found which is heard, when the Cicade fing. 
The Author fays that many Men of Letters, and 
particularly Mr. Antonio-Maria Salvini, have 
been witneffes of the truth of his affertion. He 
adds that any body may be convinced of it by 
his own experience, when the Cicade die of 
cold, by moving with the point of a needle 
the two {mall cartilages above mentioned, ac- 
cording to the diretion of the mufcles to which 
they are ftrongly faftened ; for he will then fee 
the motion of the two fonorous membranes, and 
hear the fame finging that is heard, when the 
Ccade are alive. It ought to be obferved that 
thofe fonorous membranes, or cartilages, are fo 
Uz con- 
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concave, that they form an inward cavity very 
vifible, and deeper in fome f{pecies of Cicade@ than 
in others. 

Such is the mechanifm by which thofe Infeéts 
fing without refpiration. Any body (fays the 
Author) will believe it, if he takes a Cicada of 
the fecond and third kind, when it fings, and 
if he breaks the two membranes ; for, the fing- 
ing will then immediately ceafe. 

Mr. Felici further obferves a difference be- 
tween the Males of the firft, and thofe of the 
fecond and third kind. In the latter, the fono- 
rous membranes are outwardly covered with 
black fcales ; but in the others, thofe mem- 
branes are fo obvious, that having no outward 
cover, one may fee them move, when thofe In- 


fects fing. 


The Author concludes with faying, that the 
true caufe of the finging of the Cicade was ne- 
ver known before to any Philofopher. 
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ARTICLE XXXIxX, 


PHILOSOPHI#& Naturalis Principia 


Mathematica Au@ore IsAACo NEW: | 


TONO, Eq. Aurat. Editio tertia audta 
& emendata. Londini: apud Guil. & 
Joh. Innys, Regie Societatis typogra- 
Phos. 1726, 
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That 1s, 


THE Mathematical Principles of Natural 
Philofophy. By Sir ISAAC NEwTon. 
The third Edition enlarged and correéf- 
ed. London. 172 6. in AlO. pags. 5 30. 
befides the Prefaces and the Index. 


r. Pemberton, whofe great skill in natural 
philofophy and mathematics is fo well 
known, has taken care of the third edition of 
this celebrated Work. In the fecond Book, 
fome things concerning the refiftance of medi- 
ums are more largely explained than before ; 
and new experiments have been added about the 
refitance of heavy bodies that fall in the air. 
Inthe third Book, the argument by which ’tis 
proved that the Moon is kept in its orbit by 
gravity, is more fully fet forth : and new ob- 
fervations concerning the proportion of the dia- 
meters of Jupiter one to another, made by 
Mr. Pound, have been added. Sir I/aac New- 
tos has alfo added fome obfervations of the Co- 
met, which was feen in the year 1680, made 
by Mr. Kirk in the month of November in Ger- 
many, and lately come to his hands ; whereby 
it more fully appears how near parabolical orbs 
anfwer the motions of Comets. Moreover there 
ishere added a more exact Computation of the 
motion of this Comet in an El/ipfis, made by 
Dr. Halley. And the Author fhows that the Comet 
inthat elliptical orbit moved as regularly through 
nine conftellations, as Planets do in elliptical orbits 
determined by Aftronomy. Laftly, the orbit of 
the Comet, which appeared in 1723, calculated 
by Mr. Bradley, Profeffor of Aftronomy at Ox- 
U 3 ford, 
































306 New MEMOIRS Anrr. 29, 


ford, has alfo been added in the third Edition 
of this Work : a Work that will immortalize the 
name of its great Author. 

My Readers will be wonderfully pleafed with 
the following Projeét ; which has already been re- 
ceived here by the Publick in a manner fuitable to 
the character, Sir I/aac Newton has given of the 
Author in the preface to this new Edition of his 
Principia. 


Proposats for printing by Sub/{cription 
a View of Sir Isaac NEwWTON’s Phi- 


lofophy. 


U{7HeREAS fome of the late writers in expe- 

rimental philofophy have offered to give 
tranfient accounts of part of Sir Isaac New- 
TON’s difcoveries in nature, and have fome- 
times failed in their attempts ; I was defired, a 
few years ago, to compofe fomething more full 


and correct upon that fubjeét, for the informa | 


tion of fuch as are unacquainted with Sir I/cac 


Newton’s own works. As this appear’d to mea | 
very ufeful defign, fo I was the more readily | 
engaged in it from a defire to correct a mi- | 


{take, which prevails to this day ; that this phi- 


lofophy can never become intelligible to any be- | 


fides mathematicians. But although, for the 
moft part, this great man’s inventions cannot be 
fully proved without the affiftance of geometry ; 


yet I think ‘it very poffible to give a good idea | 


of them to fuch, as are wholly unskilled in that 
{cience. With this view therefore I drew up 2 
diftin€& account of all the difcoveries in natural 
philofophy, wherewith Sir I/aac Newtou has ob- 


liged the world, in fuch an order, that their @ 


connection and mutual dependance might beft 
appear. And I chofe likewife not to confine Af 
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felf to a bare narration ; but to enter fo far. into 
his method of reafoning, as to fet forth in fome 
degree that certainty, which is the diftinguifh- 
ing excellence of thefe {peculations in philofo- 
phy. This great philofopher’s reafoning may be 
divided into two kinds, one of which may not 
improperly be called the philofophical part of 
his reafoning ; the other the mathematical part. 
As in the firft of thefe the force of this great 
quthor’s genius appears even with brighter luftre 
than in the other ; fo it is that only, which I 
have infifted upon. For as I did not undertake 
to write a complete comment on Sir I/aac New- 
1m; but only to give fuch an account of the 
difcoveries contained in his two philofophical 
treatifes (viz. his Principia and his Optics) as 
might be acceptable to fuch, as have not gone 
through a courfe of mathematical ftudies : there- 
fore I conftantly declined making any mention 
of the mathematical part of his reafoning ; and 
only attempted to reprefent in the beft manner, 
I could, thofe of his arguments, which are pure- 
ly philofophical, and are the foundation, where~ 
on the mathematical part of his reafoning is 
built. I even avoided, all I could, the ufe of 
any terms borrowed from the mathematics ; and 
where it was not poffible to exprefs my felf with- 
out the ufe of fuch terms, I took care to explain 
them. 


After this manner, in obedience to fome 


fiends, I formerly drew up an account of what- 
ever Sir J/aac Newton has delivered in natural 
philofophy. I explained the laws of motion, as 
fated by him. I defcribed from him the nature 


of fluids, and the. properties as well of fuch as 


are elaftic as of others ; together with the nae 
tyre of found, and the manner of its propaga~ 
U 4 tion 
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tion through the air: I writ alfo concerning 
the action of fluids upon bodies immerfed with- 
in them, whether thofe bodies be at reft or in 
motion. I difcourfed on the fyftem of the 
world ; and fhewed from him the caufes, that 
keep in motion both the primary and fecondary 
planets, as alfo the comets, whofe nature and 
motion were intirely unknown before Sir I/aac 
Newtos : and I explained likewife the caufe 
both of the tides, and of what is called by aftro- 
nomers the preceffion of the equinox, together 
with other particulars depending on the fame 
principles. In the laft place I fet down the dif- 
coveries, which Sir J/aac Newton has made con- 
cerning light ; by fhewing what caufe inherent 
in light gives to bodies their different colours, 
and from what difference in the make of the bo- 
dies themfelves this diverfity arifes : to which I 
added the improvement, that this excellent phi- 
lofopher has made in telefcopes by the means of 
reflection : as alfo his thoughts upon the rain- 
bow, and other appearances of the like nature. 
Thefe are the principal fubjeéts upon which I 
writ. But as Sir I/aac Newton has had occafion 
to mention many of the difcoveries, that were 
made before him: I not only followed him in 
this particular ; but, the better to be underftood 
by thofe readers, for whofe ufe I defigned my 
papers, I found it convenient to take fuch di- 
ftinét notice of what former philofophers have 
delivered, as made my difcourfe a kind of fum- 
mary of all, that has hitherto been brought to 
light in natural philofophy. 

This traét has lain by me for a confiderable 
time, fince I compofed it. But being lately en- 


gaged by Sir I/zac Newtgn in the publication of 


one of his philofophical works, my thoughts 
were 
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were again led to this fubject ; which occafion’d 
my taking a review of what I had formerly writ- 
ren: And I offer it now to the publick by fub- 
(cription, as follows. 


The fubfcription-price is one guinea for each 
book in quires, to be paid on f{ubfcription. 

No more copies will be printed, than what foal 
be (ubfcribed for : and as joon as a conveni- 
ent number of [ubfcriptions fhall be collected ; 
the book, which will be printed on the fame 
paper, and with the fame letter as the pro- 
pofals, fall be put in the pre/s, and be deli- 
verd to the fubfcribers as {peedily as pof- 
fible. 


H. PEMBERTON, 





ARTICLE XL. 


HILDESHEIM. 


. have printed here an univerfal Hi- 
{tory of Atheifm. The Author charges 
with Atheifm many celebrated perfons, who 
have never been fufpected of it, and fome of 
whom are ftill living. 


acobi Friderict Reimauni Hiftoria univerfalis 
Atheifmi &3 Atbeorum, fal[d & merits {ujpettorum 
tpud Fudeos, Ethnicos, Chriftianos, Mahumedae 
MS, ordine chronologico de[cripta, 8 a uis inte 
2 £448 
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tiis ufque ad noftra tempora dedutta. Hildefig, 
1725. 


(Lhefe words are to be found in the Memoirs 


of Trevoux. ‘* ’Tis faid that he Ctbe Author 


« of the Book juft now mentioned) reckons among 


“© Atheifts Defcartes, Father Malebranche, Car- | 
“© dinal Du Perron, Father Geraon, and eyen | 


“6 Father Hardouin”’.) 
NAP LL £3. 


x. Marinelli has invented and publifheda | 
way for three perfons to play at Chefs, | 


Il Giuco degli Scacchi fra tre, &c. 
FLORENCE. 


I. S le oucu the Abbot Salvini’s 'Tranflation 


of the Works of Homer into Italian 


blank Verfe has been criticized, yet it is account- | 


ed by learned Men a faithful, exact, pure and 
elegant Verfion. 


II. The antient Infcriptions to be found in 
Tufcany, and colle€ted by Mr. Gori, amount to 
about a thoufand and eight hundred. Among 
thofe Infcriptions, there are above a thoufand 
never before publifhed, neither by Grater, not 
by Reinefins, nor by Spon, nor by Fabretti, not 
by any other Colleétor. The other Infcriptions, 
which have already been publifhed, are either 
faulty, or imperfect : they will be reprinted with 
the utmoft exaétnefs from the original Mar- 
bles. The whole will be illuftrated with the 
notes of the Abbot Su/vini. Befides, thofe In- 


{criptions will be attended with many a i 
. 2 
























































Art. 40. Of LITERATURE. 211 


cuts reprefenting the moft celebrated Bas-reliefs, 
that are alfo to be found in Tufcany, with pro- 
per explications. ‘That Work, which is in the 
prefs, will come out with this Title. In/cripti- 
oes antique Grece €& Latine, que in Etrurie 
Civitatibus, &8 prefertim Florentie bodie reperi- 
yntur ; adnotationtbus tiluftrate a Cl. V. Antonio- 
Maria Salvinio, 2” patrio Lyceo Grecarum Lite- 
rarum publ. Profeffore : fummo labore, fide, €3 di- 
ligentia collecte ab Antonio Francifco Gorio, 
Presbytero Florentini Baptifterii & Ecclefie S. Fo 
bannis : adjettis eneis tabulis, cum iconibus &3 
aaglyphis veterum monumentorum, & fex Inculen- 
tis Indicibus. 

If this Work is approved and encouraged by 
the Learned, the fame Mr. Gori will publifh ano- 
ther Collection, containing the Infcriptions of 
the middle Ages. ‘He has already begun that 
Collection, to which he will add a great many 
antient Seals. 


BOLOGNA. 


r. Bonavert, being admitted into our Aca- 

demy, prefented that learned Body with 
his natural Hiftory of the Territory of 
Comaccbio, wherein he has drawn with a pen 
the _moft remarkabie things of that country. 
His Book has been placed in the Library of the 
Academy among the Manufcripts. 


FERRARA, 


Artolommeo Ricci was one of the moft emi- 

nent Latin Writers in the XVI. Century. 

Mr. Girolamo Baraffaldi defigns to print all the 
Works of that Author in three Volumes. 
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PADU A. 


HEN Dr. Volpi pronounced in this Uni. 
verfity an Italian Difcourfe, to thow 


that Women ought not to learn the Sciences 
and the liberal Arts, that Difcourfe was very 
well approved by a great many Ladies, who 
heard it. 








MILAN. 


sie g Abbot Bartolommeo Olivazzi, a very 
young Man, Profeffor of theGreek Tongue | 


and Latin Eloquence, has publifhed the fullow- 
ing Piece. 









Diatriba de Grece Lingue ad omne genus doe 
cringe € evuditionis utilitate. In 4to. pagg. 39. 





ERRATA. 


Pag. 179. in the Englifo Title, for 1714 vead 1724 
Pag. 203. din. 25> read TV [the 


_ Pag. 229. the laft line but one, read Mathematum. 





Oe 





